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Trivia Night Rocks Campus Hard

Releases Club

WRBC
Challenges
CHC’s Role
on Campus

Allocations in
Face of Criticism
GARDINER NARDINI
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

While the trivia questions filled the
bulk of the time, hourly physical challeng¬
es netted teams significant bonus points.
The “Come Make Out With Hank” chal¬
lenge was the night’s first lively chal¬
lenge, with eight girls from four teams
rushing to the studio to lock lips with the
DJ, Hank Mastain ’09. With a line of girls
waiting for their turn, the studio became
crowded with WRBC board members
judging the contestants.
Most physical challenges required
teams to be creative, which opened the
options to wild possibilities.
Perhaps the night’s most osten¬
tatious challenge, “Blank in Your
Mouth,” required the teams to come
to the radio station and visually com¬
plete the phrase.
One contestant arrived at the studio
with a drinking straw, poster and MagLite flashlight asking the judges which
object they wanted to see her deep-

This Monday the Budget Committee
published an initial record of next year’s
tentative club budget allocations. Nota¬
bly conservative, the projected disburse¬
ment of funds caters to a forecasted de¬
crease in the amount of money that the
Budget Committee will have on hand to
dole out for next year’s club expenses.
Noting that the current budget
spreadsheet is not yet official, Treasurer
David Baily ’ll explained that this year’s
club allocations are slices of a smaller
pie compared to previous years.
“Whereas last year’s club bud¬
gets were drawn from a pool of funds
amounting to $411,000, we are cur¬
rently working with about $330,000”
said Baily. “Student government’s major
funding source is the Dean of Students
office. 'This year, we got $365,000. But
the Dean of Students is likely getting a
budget cut, which will likely be passed
on to student government. We project
the cut at 10 percent, bringing next
year’s total down to $330,000.”
While this change indicates only a
19 percent decrease in available funds,
the student activities fund must also
cover various fixed costs, including
cable TV in dofms and newspapers in
Commons, and other unexpected ex¬
penditures, which sum to about $60,000
and together lead to a 25 percent de¬
crease from last year in overall funds
accessible to student organizations.
A separate complication arose dur¬
ing this past Sunday’s budget hearings
when, according to Baily, 36 clubs were
simply not represented. To address this
dilemma, the committee adopted a pol¬
icy of docking 40 percent from the bud¬
gets allocated to the absent clubs dur¬
ing 2008-09 and offering the resulting
figures as the club budgets for 2009-10.
Baily suggested that the alarming rate

See TRIVIA, page 8

See BUDGET, page 8

DANIELA REICHELSTEIN
& CONOR HURLEY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
& MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

In a bold week-long campaign
aimed at tarnishing and undercutting
public support for the College’s bestfunded and one of the most influen¬
tial student-run organizations, artists
and music fans united under the ban¬
ner of WRBC in a coordinated assault
on the Chase Hall Committee (CHC).
Less than a week before the cru- ,
cial Budget Committee allocations
for the 2009-2010 school year were
announced, WRBC fired the opening
shot of what would become a weeklong, unrelenting series of attacks
that portrayed the radio station as the
answer to a bumbling goliath.
WRBC’s offensive captured the at¬
tention of hundreds of students and
sought to wrest control of the Bates
music scene from CHC through the
power of the cash doled out by the
Budget Committee.
Looking to swap treasuries with
the College’s historic planning board,
WRBC hoped to add a zero to their
annual budget and control the semi¬
annual ‘big concert.’
Yesterday, the BCSG Budget Com¬
mittee released its fund allocation
proposal for the next school year.
In a year of widespread funding
cuts, WRBC saw its budget grow a
surprising 12.7 percent over last year’s
allocation, adding $2,700 to the orga¬
nization’s budget. CHC took a 17.9
percent hit to their budget. Despite
the blow of losing over $17,000 in
funding, the damage to CHC is fairly
small considering the nearly $60,000
in cuts made by the budget commit¬
tee this year.

The Big Show
CHC is in charge of many of the
campus’ high profile music and so¬
cial events including concerts, Win¬
ter Carnival, the 80’s Dance and the
Halloween Dance. Among the most
public of the club’s responsibilities
is the “big concert.” As to what de¬
termines how big a “big concert” is,
the number thrown out is commonly
$40,000. An important distinction is
that $40,000 represents more of a cal¬
iber of performance than the actual
cost to bring the band.
After announcing that they were
unable to book any of the top vote
getters from the Nov. 2008 survey of
which band should be brought to
campus in the winter of 2009, CLIC
announced that they would be re¬
scheduling a previously cancelled fall
concert as the major winter perfor¬
mance: Braddigan and Pete Francis,
two members of Dispatch.
Several campus organizations and
members of the student body have
questioned CHC’s band selection and
See CHC, page 6
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(Top) Phones rang off the hook for 12
hours with people responding to trivia
questions. (Bottom) A student sits on
an ice sculpture toilet labeled CHC for
the final physical challenge build that
were presented during the 7:00 a.m.
parade to New Commons.

Trivia Night is not for the faint of
heart. WRBC’s annual trivia and stuiit
competition, lasting 12 hours, tests con¬
testants’ knowledge of minutia, sense
of decency, ability to use Google and
willingness to humiliate themselves to
win points.
In its 30th annual celebration last
Friday night, WRBC put over 20 teams
through 12 one-hour rounds of trivia
where teams were asked to name the
song and artist playing at that time and
answer a trivia question. Each right an¬
swer was worth one point.
But the first points of the night were
awarded for the team with the best name.
“My Couch Pulls Out, But I Don’t” won
the contest by a landslide vote among the
WRBC board. Other team names included
“I Hate Doug Ray” - a shot at the WRBC
Chair of Trivia Night, Doug Ray TO - “Full
Throttle Erection,” “The Wet Dream Team,”
“The Big Skadoosh” and “Piff Nation.”

Student Founds eBay Alternative
TASNIA HUQUE
STAFF WRITER

Elliot Moskow TO recently launched
his own company, Pricefalls.com, a web¬
site inspired by Dutch auctions, where
everything up for auction gets cheaper
by the minute. Whereas auction web¬
sites such as eBay and Amazon func¬
tion by starting at an opening bid and
then letting the prices stagger higher as
people compete for items, Pricefalls.
com works the opposite way. Thus,
the items’ prices start high and gradu¬
ally fall, shedding dollars and cents until
reaching a pre-determined low value.
The auction initiates at the mer¬
chant’s predetermined price ceiling.
Consumers may purchase the item dur¬
ing a “Catch - it - before - it falls” pe¬
riod, in which the price remains at the
ceiling. When utilizing this feature, the
consumer reduces the risk of losing the
item to a fellow shopper, and the sup¬
plier benefits from the most profitable
sale. Once that period ends, the item

INSIDE
The “Genocide” in Sri Lanka
Sulochana Dissanayake ’09, a native Sri Lankan, discusses the
misconception surrounding the conflict in Sri Lanka. • Page 3

Complete 2009-2010 Budget Committee Allocations
■

Budget Comm.

price begins to fall until the first - and
winning - bid is placed, or the predeter¬
mined price fall is reached.
Pricefalls.com modelled is based on
the “Descending Price Auction” intro¬
duced by Dutch tulip merchants. The
model benefits both consumers and pro¬
ducers: consumers enjoy an entertain¬
ing and unique online shopping experi¬
ence where prices constantly decrease,
and producers are able to increase their
profits and market exposure by elimi¬
nating storefront costs and introducing
their goods to a larger consumer base.
When asked how he managed to
accomplish such a huge business en¬
deavor, Moskow said he was able to
establish relationships with various
drop shippers and retailers by provid¬
ing merchants with a risk-free sales
platform compounded with a profes¬
sional presentation.
He had help from Peter Schaefer
’08 and Chad Casey ’08. Schaefer, a
pre-med student at Bates, now works
for Pricefalls as the chief information

officer and executive vice president
while Casey acts as the creative direc¬
tor, The initial funding for the project,
an estimated $50,000, was provided by
Moskow’s parents Eric and Ricki.
“I spend much of my time plan¬
ning how I should spend my time”
said Moskow, 21, an economics major
and now CEO. “Through efficient time
management, I feel as though I have
been able to allocate an appropriate
amount of time to both my academic
responsibilities and running my com¬
pany. This being said, starting a com¬
pany is perhaps one of the most hum¬
bling undertakings a person can take
on. Needless to say, I get very little
sleep. A pro would be the ability to
quickly collaborate with the academia
on campus.”
To promote the company, Moskow
and his team use various marketing
techniques. He plans on a nationwide
campaign in the near future and will
add on to the great response of con¬
sumers through online ads, e-mails and

local press releases.
“We have had a great response from
the public” said Moskow about the future
of Pricefalls. “Consumers and merchants
alike have caught on to the Pricefalls
concept and seem to appreciate an auc¬
tion where the prices fall. We plan on
expanding Pricefalls until it is a promi¬
nent player in the online auction com¬
munity. I believe that if the public takes
the time to examine the Pricefalls model
further, they will find that our concept is
not only unique, but also more lucrative
than that of our competitors. This being
said, it will take dedication, hard work,
and time to build the Pricefalls brand
into an empire like eBay.”
Schaefer, on the other hand, be¬
lieves that Pricefalls will definitely give
eBay “a run for its money.”
The website’s nerve center, for
now, is a first-floor apartment a few
blocks from the College. Corporate
headquarters is expected to open in
Las Vegas soon.

Check Out the Brand New BatesStudent.Com
Our online edition, BatesStudent.com, just got a whole lot better. The new site allows for
a better reader experience and new web-only features including additional
photos from the past week, an electronic version of the weekly
calendar, breaking news updates, searchable
archives, article comments and
more.

A complete list of next year’s club budget allocations including
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Bates Students Divulge Their Secrets
PostSecret creator Frank Warren speaks to the Bates
and Lewiston community about his acclaimed books
and blog.* Page8

Women’s Lacrosse Loses Home Opener to Middlebury
Senior Co-Captain Caroline Thomas scores four goals to go with
one assist. • Page 12
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Don’t Blame
Letters
to
the
Editor
the Budget Distributor:
What Really Happened with Last
Semester’s Budget Allocations,
and What to Do from Here
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

If you see David
Bajly ’ll around, of¬
fer him a hug. This
past weekend, he had
the hardest job at Bates College. As the
Treasurer of Bates College Student Gov¬
ernment (BCSG), he logged 22 hours
in Pettengill as the Budget Committee
listened to over 80 student clubs pres¬
ent their budgets for the 2009-2010 aca¬
demic year.
Even harder than the long hours,
however, was the fact that Baily antici¬
pated a 25 percent overhead cut in club
budgets for 2009-2010, meaning that he
had even less money to work with than
then-Treasurer Arsalan Suhail ’09 did in
the fall.
In October, clubs requested a total
of $403,250 and the Budget Committee
had $198,869 at their disposal, accord¬
ing to a document the committee re¬
leased to club leaders. They doled out
$166,869 and stored away $32,000 in the
Co-Sponsorship Fund, which clubs can
apply to dig into later in the year if they
come up short (on Feb. 22, Baily sent
club leaders an e-mail announcing that
there was $9,000 left in the Fund).
The items that Suhail cut from club
budgets were not “fluff.” They included
Latinos Unidos’ ESL program, the Wom¬
en’s Resource Center awareness month,
the Psychology Club’s career panel and
the Environmental Coalition’s organic
dinners, among literally hundreds of oth¬
er items. Suhail was in the unfortunate
position of telling nearly every club on
campus that he would have to eliminate
major items from their budgets - not be¬
cause the proposed activities were ex¬
cessive but because there simply wasn’t
enough money to go around.
Then, sketchiness ensued. Later in
October, the Budget Committee sent an
e-mail to club leaders explaining “what
exactly happened in the Budget Ratifica¬
tion meeting.” According to the e-mail,
political club leaders (namely the Dem¬

ocrats and the Republicans) who were
unsatisfied with their allocations - and
who also had the fortune of being part
of the RA - refused to vote to approve
the budget until they were given more
money. Other members of the RA acqui¬
esced and gave them the amount they
were asking for, thereby allowing them
to surpass the usual procedure of going
through the Grievance Committee and
applying for more funding through the
Co-Sponsorship Fund. The e-mail urged
club leaders to show up at the next
BCSG meeting in protest and to demand
their own “blank checks” from the RA.
We sent our usual reporter to the meet¬
ing prepared to witness something even
more controversial than The Bachelor’s
Jason Mesnick dumping fiancee Melissa
Rycroft on primetime. But not a single
club leader came.
At the grievance meeting, dubs un¬
satisfied with their allocations signed up
for meeting slots with the Blue Ribbon
Co-Sponsorship and Budget Re-Alloca¬
tion Committee, which was created by
the RA and basically overrides the tradi¬
tional autonomy of the Budget Commit¬
tee in determining the use of co-sponsorship funds. At the meeting, Jake Nudel
’09 of the Immigrant Rights Advocacy
Group was the first club leader to ex¬
press concern over the aforementioned
“blank checks” made to the Democrats
and Republicans. Hd was dismissed by
the political club leaders/RA members
who said that any club leader could have
shown up at the BCSG meeting and done
the same thing - a ridiculous claim con¬
sidering that not all club leaders happen
to be part of the RA. Anyway, since the
RA was now in control of allocating co¬
sponsorship funds, Nudel decided not to
push the issue in the interest of his own
budget. Other club leaders joined him in
grumbling a little, but there was no unit¬
ed movement to overturn the decision,
and it seemed that club leaders took
what they could get from the $32,000
co-sponsorship pot and forgot about the
allocation process for a while.
See BUDGET WOES, page 3
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In Defense of the CHC:
Dear Editor,

When I first read last week’s piece
regarding the CHC and its “fiscal irre¬
sponsibility,” I was, to say the least, a
little upset. I only became more upset
when I realized that the article was po¬
sitioned directly above a shocking ar¬
ticle about how “Facebook Defriending
Erodes Community,” tecause it meant
that all the important articles were on
the same page. However, after laughing
hysterically at Robbie Printz last week, I
have calmed down.
Now, the opinion piece from the
last issue of The Student might lead you
to believe that this response will be la¬
tent with complaints about how no one
comes to our meetings (they are every
Monday at 8 p.m. in Hirasawa Lounge
in Chase Hall, by the way, and all are
welcome). However, I will not spend
too long on the subject, and this letter
will not be a “rhetorical strategy of dis¬
placing blame,” but a correction on the
lack of truth in the original piece.
The opinion piece claimed that
there “is a long track record of new
students appearing before the com¬
mittee with creative ideas and being
quickly brushed aside by senior com¬
mittee members after merely allowing
the student to play sound bites off of
their iPod on feeble speakers.”
First let me say, in response to the
iPod and speakers bit, we have corrected
the problem and are now having Queen
featuring Paul Rogers play bits from all
the suggested groups, live, in Hirasawa
Lounge. They are quite good, so if that was
your reason for not coming to the meet¬
ings, feel free to come back.
Secondly, this claim in no doubt
reflects the meeting where we choose
the larger acts for the semester. At this
meeting, everyone who attends is al¬
lowed to make a statement about which
band they would like to come to Bates,
and then they play a clip of music for
the group. After everyone has their say,
all suggested acts are put up on a big
white board, and then everyone there,
CHC members and non-members alike,
vote to narrow the list down to 10-15
names. This list is then narrowed down
later by the CHC Board, based on af¬
fordability and scheduling, and the re¬
maining names are then sent out to the
student body for a vote.
As far as I know, the CHC is the
only group on campus to allow the
entire student body to vote on the
acts we bring. Therefore, the accusa¬
tion that the CHC does not take into
account the thoughts of the student
body is simply untrue.
Now, letting the entire student body
vote on the major concert does have a
drawback. Even those bands that are fi¬
nancially feasible and are available in
terms of scheduling do not have to say
yes to the offer we propose to them.
Therefore, it is only after they accept
our offer that we can guarantee they will
come. With a school-wide vote, however,
we cannot do this until the student body
makes a selection. It is the CHC’s belief,
though, that it is important to allow the
student body to have a say in what acts

come to campus, and this is why the vot¬
ing system exists as it does.
However, I digress, and as promised,
will not dwell on this issue. Instead, I will
address the issues with which the original
opinion piece dealt. The first topic I would
like to discuss is that the CHC is not the
concert committee. The fact that, like die
term concert committee, the CHC has two
C’s in it does not mean that this is the only
thing die CHC is about.
CHC, for those who do not know,
stands for Chase Hall Committee, and the
purpose of the group is to bring events
to campus that will benefit Bates. While
this does include the “big concerts,”
these are by no means our only job. The
Chase Hall Committee is also responsi¬
ble for bringing lecturers, programs on
diversity, comedians and other acts to
Bates. These events are well-attended,
and as for being “far less entertaining”
than other groups’ activities, I think you
would be hard pressed to find a person
who didn’t enjoy watching the football
team sing Britney Spears at Karaoke
during Winter Carnival, laugh at seeing
a guy pretend to give birth on stage dur¬
ing Dale K, or have fun at one of our
dances: 90’s, 80’s and Halloween.
The original article also brought
up the issue of “big winter concerts,”
or, rather, the lack of them. Firstly,
the e-mail sent out by the president
of the CHC that was referenced in
last week’s piece made no mention
of not having a winter concert. Sec¬
ondly, the act that is being brought
this winter, Pete Francis and Braddigan (Saturday, March 21st, Gray
Cage 9 p.m.. S.tudent tickets $10;
General Admission $15), was the
overwhelming majority vote in the
survey sent out to the student body
during short term.
Now, it is true that in the past, CHC
has been lucky enough to bring acts such
as Dave Mathews Band (who was not
even the major act that year but was the
opening act for the headliner) and Trey
Anastasio. However, the fact is that un¬
til 2007 there had never been two major
acts in one year. That year, CHC brought
the Roots, another very well-attended
and enjoyed event, and Bob Saget, who
was brought based on student demand.
Bringing both of these acts led to over¬
spending by CHC, and as the original ar¬
ticle believes should happen, CHC was
penalized by a cut in its budget for the
following year.
Another issue I would like to dis¬
cuss is the point about T-shirts. The
opinion piece claims that the CHC
gives out T-shirts to its members as
“free handouts.” However, the T-shirts
have nothing to do with its members;
they have to do with safety. The pur¬
pose of the T-shirts is to make the
members of the CHC stand out dur¬
ing events. The people running the
show need to be visible so that if the
people who attend have a problem or
a question they can find us easily.
For example, there was an incident
at one concert where a person was
having a medical emergency, and this
person’s friends were able to get help
because they were able to easily find

and approach a CHC member due to
the T-shirt. If the people running the
show were not allowed to have T-shirts,
then the CHC would be forced to hire
outside people to run the show. This
would certainly fall into the category of
“fiscal irresponsibility” because of how
much more expensive it would be to
hire others to run the show ($40/hour
per person for 30 people minimum).
The last point I would like to ad¬
dress is the idea that Girl Talk was an
unsafe event and that the CHC was un¬
aware of the demand for such a show
on campus. First, the show was origi¬
nally planned to be held in Old Com¬
mons, where approximately 600 stu¬
dents would be able to attend. As soon
as the CHC found out that the demand
for Girl Talk was going to greatly ex¬
ceed this number, the show was moved
to the Gray Cage to allow as many Bates
students to attend as possible. While the
show turned out great, and the atten¬
dance exceeded 1800 students, staff and
community members, there were some
issues of disturbances involved.
While the CHC was aware of the
type of show that was coming and
was prepared with additional security
and staff on hand, we were completely
surprised at how disrespectful Bates
students were to each other, which
caused the concert to get wildly out of
hand to the point that the table that
Girl Talk was mixing on was actually
broken in half (hence the pause and
clearing of the stage in the middle of
the show). Once the stage was cleared,
the CHC made a deal with the police
and Bates Security to allow the show
to continue as long as people on stage
were limited to 'a certain, reasonable
number. Therefore, what happened at
Girl Talk was about the lack of respect
shown between Bates students and not
a reflection of the CHC or its decision
to bring Girl Talk.
In closing, I would like to re¬
mind everyone again that the CHC is
a student activities committee. Our
job is to bring a variety of events
every weekend to Bates that will be
appealing to a variety of students.
In terms of concerts, our track re¬
cord will show that we have con¬
tinuously sought to bring different
acts to Bates (I doubt anyone will
argue that Girl Talk is in the same
musical genre as The Roots or Pete
Francis and Braddigan).
We recognize that it is not pos¬
sible to please everyone, but as sug¬
gested by last fall’s polls, an over¬
whelmingly large number of Bates
students are actually excited about
the Pete Francis and Braddigan con¬
cert. We applaud other groups on
campus for bringing new and excit¬
ing musical acts to campus. Howev¬
er, instead of antagonizing the CHC
and disrespecting all of the mem¬
bers’ hard work, we invite all groups
and individuals to work with us to
continue to bring events to campus
that all students will enjoy.
Evan Hancock TO
with the help of CHC

A Response to “G.O.P. Needs Redirection”:
Dear Editor,
As a Republican, I was looking
forward to reading Afroz Baig’s piece,
“G.O.P. Needs Redirection,” to learn an
outsider’s view on the current state of
the Republican Party. However, I was
disappointed in Miss Baig’s superficial
analysis, which was made without con¬
text or perspective.
Miss Baig describes Bobby Jindal’s
response to the President’s address as
being “scripted and rehearsed to the
point of being unbearable.” I agree that
Governor Jindal’s delivery was less than
impressive, but as Miss Baig does note,
Governor Jindal is a young politician
and will Ire able to improve his oratory
skills. Miss Baig, however, criticizes Jin¬
dal for being scripted without noting that
President Obama also relies on a script.
Just this week, The Politico published
an article entitled “Obama’s Safety Net:
The Teleprompter” describing how Mr.
Obama uses a teleprompter as opposed
to note cards for every appearance, and
that the teleprompter even includes brief
announcements like his staff appoint¬
ments. When President Obama does
not have prewritten remarks, his perfor¬
mance is comparable to that of Bobby
Jindal - he stutters and hesitates. Remem¬
ber when he claimed to have visited 57
states? I understand that Miss Baig’s ar¬
ticle is about the Republican Party, not
President Obama, but I ask her which
is more disconcerting - a “rising star in

the Republican party” who delivers one
speech that is “scripted and rehearsed”
or a President who is so scripted that he
is unable to communicate without his
teleprompter?
Next, Miss Baig comments on re¬
marks made last weekend by Ann
Coulter and Rush Limbaugh at the
Conservative Political Action Confer¬
ence (CPAC). In her analysis, Miss Baig
takes these two speeches so far out of
context that I question whether she
actually read the transcripts or if she
merely relied on incomplete and sec¬
ondhand accounts of the remarks. Miss
Baig fails to note that in addition to be¬
ing political commentators, Coulter, an
author, and Limbaugh, a radio host, are
entertainers. Instead, Miss Baig treats
Coulter and Limbaugh as politicians.
I was in the audience for both Ann
Coulter and Rush Limbaugh at CPAC,
and their speeches were entertaining,
as was the intention, At CPAC, I also
saw speeches by prominent politicians
including Newt Gingrich, Mitch McCo¬
nnell and Mitt Romney. Miss Baig’s fail¬
ure to mention any of the other speak¬
ers at CPAC is a major oversight that
takes Coulter and Limbaugh’s remarks
out of context.
Miss Baig’s misconception of Ann
Coulter continues when she refers to
Coulter as a “painful example of the
Republican Party.” As I noted before,
Ann Coulter is an entertainer and her
goal is to be extreme in order to sell

books. To call Ann Coulter “an ex¬
ample of the Republican Party” is as
narrow-minded a comment as com¬
paring all liberals to Michael Moore.
Lastly, Miss Baig reflects on the lack
of bipartisanship in the Republican Party.
Miss Baig wrote that Republicans need
to stop “employing their old tactics and
blaming President Obama for all that is
wrong with America.” Aside from being
completely unsubstantiated, this com¬
ment is also ironic. Hasn’t it been Presi¬
dent Obama and the Democrats who
have blamed the past administration for
our current situation? Miss Baig describes
“the Republican Party as more or less op¬
posing everything that President Obama
is trying to enact.” How can Republicans
support policies that go against our fun¬
damental beliefs and have been pushed
through by a President who ran on the
platform of bipartisanship but childishly
remarked “I won” to challenges on his
stimulus package? Miss Baig’s call for bi¬
partisanship was directed to the wrong
side - bipartisanship must come from
both sides, but right now the majority
party is not looking to compromise.
Miss Baig closes by saying Re¬
publicans experienced a “week of
controversy.” In fact, last week at
CPAC was a unifying and strength¬
ening week for Republicans that un¬
fortunately has been misinterpreted
by Miss Baig.
Hope Staneski T2
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Budget Woes Printing in Ladd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Then, in last week’s Student, seniors
L. Graham Jones and Jared Levy stirred
the issue up again by demanding that
the Budget Committee address Chase
Hall Committee’s “fiscal irresponsibility”
in managing their near-$ 100,000 bud¬
get. Jones and Levy claimed that the
CHC has failed to bring entertaining
entertainment to campus over the past
few years and that some of their fund¬
ing should be diverted to reward more
recently successful and fiscally respon¬
sible clubs, namely WRBC.
If any of the above incidents el¬
evated your heart rate, think of David
Baily’s.
Perhaps the first thing to note here
is that the Budget Committee should not
be in this predicament in the first place.
Their role should be to cut budget items
that are excessive (for instance, reducing
pizza at the debate watching parties and
eliminating Cycling Club team uniforms
were probably good calls), not to per¬
form amputations. We attend a school
with a comprehensive fee approaching
$50,000. If the German Club wants to
host a poetry night, they should be able
to. When nearly every dub on campus
is severely limited by their budget, the
College has some serious reevaluating
(and probably redistribution) to do.
That said, we’re in an “economic
crisis” and Bates is “behind our peer
institutions”. Last weekend, clubs re¬
quested a total of $570,910 and Baily
distributed $268,022, leaving $29,028 in
the Co-Sponsorship Fund. Every club on
campus is looking at devastating budget
cuts for the 2009-2010 academic year.
So, unless Senators Snowe and Collins
decide to divert some of the stimulus
package to Bates College, we’re going
to have to make due.
So, to paraphrase the famous words
of John F. Kennedy, now is the time to
“Ask not what your Budget Committee
can do for you, but what you can do for
your Budget Committee.” I’m not saying
this just because I feel sorry for our poor
BCSG Treasurer (although I do) but be¬
cause Bates students often complain
and seldom take responsibility.
Here are six things that all club leaders
can do to make David Baily’s job easier:
1) Don’t inflate your club’s budget.
Just because the average club budget
will be cut in half doesn’t mean you
should ask for twice as much money as
you’ll need to compensate. The Budget
Committee sees through these manipu¬
lations, and they can also see when a
club budget is painstakingly calculated.
Last fall, the Bates Volleyball Club re¬
ceived all $1,250 it asked for because
“figures were very precise and essential
to the club’s existence.” Right on. The
Budget Committee should continue to
reward clubs with honest, accurate bud¬
get proposals.
2) Don’t start a new club. That may
sound harsh, but we already have almost
a hundred of them, and all of us suffer
when the budget butter is spread thin¬
ner and thinner over campus every year.
If you insist, make sure there is consid¬

erable interest in the new club (i.e. there
are at least seven people interested who
are not your seven closest friends) and
that the dub is genuinely ‘new’ (i.e. the
student-a capella group ratio need not
exceed the student-faculty ratio).
3) Collaborate. Some clubs already
pool funds in order to host speakers
and hold events. This is not only fiscally
practical, but it brings groups together.
4) Realize that you can do a lot of
things for free or cheap. Students for
Peace and Justice in Palestine is the first
example that comes to mind. This se¬
mester, they’ve made good use of two
free things: snow and discussion. For
$0, they built a giant snow sculpture
outside of New Commons to represent
the “snowballing” violence in Israel and
Palestine and invited the campus to a
discussion on the conflict with three
professors.
5) Go local. Club trips and shipping
in speakers from afar drains a lot of
money - and gas. Look to Maine first for
potential speakers and trip destinations,
and host Bates-Bowdoin-Colby tourna¬
ments or conferences when possible
(they’re always the most fun anyway). Tf
you do need to travel, be conservative.
6) Stay informed and hold fellow
club leaders - and the administration accountable.
The Student will try to help you with
the ‘stay informed’ part. For starters,
here are all of the clubs on campus who
have more than $5,000 to work with for
the 2009-2010 academic year, according
to this past weekend’s allocations: Chase
Hall Committee ($80,000), Outing Club
($25,000), WRBC ($24,000), Filmboard
($10,766), SEED ($9,300), Hillel ($7,500),
Ballroom Society ($6,500), Competitive
Ski Club ($5,400), and Bates Emergency
Medical Services ($5,000). The Bates
Student’s budget for 2009-2010 was not
yet determined, but the 2008-2009 bud¬
get was $30,093This newspaper has published the
full list of budget allocations for the
2009-2010 academic year (on pg. 7), and
we’ll report thoroughly on what goes on
at BCSG meetings regarding club bud¬
gets. That’s about all we can do.
The political clubs should have nev¬
er gotten away with what they did this
October. And, if it’s true that Chase Hall
Committee is not fulfilling its role, they
should not continue to receive by far
the highest club budget on campus.
If you don’t like something that’s go¬
ing on with club budgets (yes, including
The Bates Student’s), take a cue from
Jones and Levy and complain. Loudly.
But David Baily is not necessarily
the right person to complain to, espe¬
cially regarding clubs with fixed cost
budgets that therefore do not fall under
the Budget Committee’s control (such as
The Bates Student).
Given the current state of club
budgets, every club leader on campus
should be being frugal and extremely
transparent in their spending. And, un¬
til the Budget Committee is given more
to work with, club leaders should be
pinching some of their own pennies so
that Baily doesn’t have to.

The Republican Party:
Same Old, Same Old
BLAISE LUCEY
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

■
■

The
Republican
Party is desperate. This
isn’t an inspirational
desperation, a despera¬
tion that will influence people to get
something done, it’s a debilitating one.
The people of Fox News have become
rambling and incoherent in the wake of
Obama’s radical left-wing policies, de¬
termined to shine blazing lights on the
different problems of each policy but of¬
fering no ideas of their own. The charm¬
ing and mild Bill O’Reilly has claimed
that the country will go “bankrupt” from
Obama’s new budget proposal, a plan
that will put 3.6 trillion dollars into every¬
thing from health care to climate change
to alternative energy to education.
This is huge. People will be taxed.
Money we earn will go towards this plan.
We will have to pay off this budget for
years to come. But people still support
Obama in record numbers. His approval
rating is above 60 percent. People aren’t
listening to Fox News, they are choosing
to listen to reality. The word “bankrupt”
is redundant when millions of Americans
are already unemployed. This is a word
that comes from a panicked system on
the verge of collapse, a word used by
a established system threatened by the
promises of a new one.
There are still many people who vehe¬
mently believe in Fox News sound bites.
The most terrifying member of this herd is
a 14-year-old Georgian child by the name
of Jonathan Krohn. He has recently be¬
come a celebrity since his appearance in
Washington D.C. at the Conservative Political Action Conference. This past summer,

he wrote a book called “Define Conserva¬
tism.” He has appeared on countless radio
shows, Fox News Friends and CNN.
What does Jonathon Krohn have to
say to American conservatives? Nothing.
He has the political ability to speak with¬
out actually saying anything. I challenge
you to watch his antics at the CPAC and tell
me differently. Mr. Krohn is a controlled
experiment. According to The New York
Times, he often wakes up in the morning
to listen to conservative radio shows. He
is infused with the political propaganda of
his party and has since become a robot of
automatic, conservative responses.
The fact is that a Jonathon Krohn
who had been brainwashed in favor of
liberalism would never appear at a con¬
ference because he would be an embar¬
rassment. A 14-year-old chanting about
being pro-choice because science says
the fetus is not a human being is far less
appealing than a 14-year-old chanting
about being pro-life because of God.
Conservatives have fallen into a
pit of opinion and reaction. Jonathon
Krohn’s “speech” was nothing more
than a recitation of a conservative mis¬
sion statement. He voiced belief with¬
out basis, and people cheered for him.
Opinions are the inflated currency of
the limping conservative nation.
I will honestly say that I do not have
faith in Obama’s budget plan or his
stimulus package. How can anyone say
something like that? There has never
been anything like these proposals be¬
fore. The United States is being shaken
by an economic catastrophe of unparal¬
leled proportion. Obama is forcing our
nation to bend in directions that it has
never bent before.
See G.O.P. ON REPLAY, page 4

What’s Really Going On
ANDREW WILCOX
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

Regina Tavani wrote
an article last semester
titled, “The Printing
Plague of Ladd Library.”
Her article focused on
the annoyance that. is printing in the
Ladd Library. However, her article failed
to provide an explanation for the real
problem.
Tavani’s article, as it failed to ex¬
plain the actual problem, thus assumed
an incorrect solution: “...it does not
seem unreasonable to suggest that
Bates College purchase another printer,
preferably a functioning one....” I was
under the illusion that the problem was
clear, and the school was neglecting to
provide a solution. However, I recently
spoke with Manager of Help Desk Ser¬
vices, Lee Desiderio, who righted my
illusions about the printers, which I
sense many students share.
I, too, believed the printers didn’t
function properly. I thought they were
too old, too slow and too few. It aston¬
ished me to find that I was wrong. Rath¬
er, all three Ladd printers are but six
months young. Bates purchased them
last semester, brand new. They are not
too slow, either. In fact, the HP printers
in Ladd are top-of-the-line for the pur¬
pose they are meant to serve: they are
designed to print 35-40 pages per min¬
ute (hp.com). Finally, the printers are
not too few. Two to three heavy-duty
printers are more than enough for one
building, according to Desiderio. Thus,
the solution is not a new printer, for
they are all new and function properly.

If not the printers themselves, what
is the problem? Well, there are two di¬
mensions to the printing problem. The
first is technical: the connection be¬
tween the computers and the printers.
The printing procedure involves a doc¬
ument being sent first to a single server,
which then redistributes documents to
the printers. An example might help.
Much of the time, we print PDF docu¬
ments. Printing in PDF format should
not make the printing process slower
than usual. However, it seems as though
PDF documents bloat to nearly 1,000
times their original size once they leave
the computer and head for the printer.
Thus, the document’s true size is lost
in translation, and the result is a mas¬
sive delay in printing. There are more
particular technical difficulties involved
with the problem that are too intricate
to explain, but the main point is that
the problem is not with the printers, it
is with the procedure.
Unfortunately, the solution for the
technical problem is not yet clear. The
Bates Help Desk has been running sever¬
al tests to detect the source of the disrup¬
tion. In fact, I coincidentally met with De¬
siderio just a few hours after he attended
a meeting regarding this very topic. He
claimed that purchasing more printers is
certainly not the answer and might ac¬
tually add to the confusion. This means
that, at this point, there isn’t a Solution to
be employed. But rest assured, the prob¬
lem is being attentively addressed.
The second dimension to the print¬
ing problem is psychological. Tavani’s
article dealt mostly with this issue, and
according to Desiderio, she was right.
Impatient students catalyze and mag¬
nify slow printing. We must learn to be

patient with printing. This means a few
things. For one, Desiderio urges, don’t
print to more than one printer at a time
simply because you think that gives you
a better chance of having your docu¬
ment print or because one will inevita¬
bly print more quickly than the other.
This floods the server with even more
input, thus backing up the printers.
Also, don’t mess with other peo¬
ple’s prints. If someone moves an¬
other’s document from the printer
to the table, the person who printed
will think his or her document didn’t
print and will print again.
Third, and most importantly, plan
accordingly. Don’t wait until the last
minute to print a document you need.
Realistically speaking, this is just a
bad idea. I know that a lot of the time
we wait at the printers, we are not in
a rush to a class or something else,
and it is still annoying. Unfortunately,
the answer is still patience.
Avoiding these few actions not
only yields more efficient and quick
printing but also saves paper.
I find that lack of knowledge is
the source of much of our daily frus¬
tration. Not being privy to the par¬
ticulars of situations drives us crazy.
It is not helpful to misunderstand,
or simply not understand, a problem
and consequently propose solutions
that don’t suit the issues (like more
or newer printers). Furthermore, it is
important to realize that our actions
contribute to many of our problems.
We can make easy changes in our
daily routine to help mitigate our
frustration. The rest is out of our
hands but certainly not out of the
minds of the Help Desk.

“Genocide” in Sri Lanka:
A Native Sri Lankan Comments on
M.I.A.’s Representation of the Conflict
SULOCHANA DISSANAYAKE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The remarks of British-Sri Lankan rap¬
per M.I.A., who titled the current conflict
in Sri Lanka as “genocide” in an interview
with PBC that was cited in the Feb. 10 edi¬
tion of The New York Times, created quite
a stir among my group of friends at Bates.
Naturally, as 1 am one of three Sri Lank¬
ans who attend Bates, I was called to air
my opinion over a meal in Commons. I
was not in a mood to launch into the dan¬
gers of‘representation’ by a self-appointed
spokesperson - M.I.A. proclaims she is the
“only Tamil in Western media” and thus
feels it is her duty to attract international at¬
tention to “what’s going on in Sri Lanka.”
So, I kept my comments brief as to
why I disagree with her choice of the
word “genocide.” A week later, I was for¬
warded a link to a YouTube video that
seems to have offended Sri Lankans of all
ethnicities - a video in which the York
University Tamil Students Association
in England staged a “Free Tamil Eelam”
rally, flying the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (L.T.T.E.) flag and burning the Sri
Lankan national flag. After viewing the
extremist behavior of these students, I
decided to pen my thoughts on the cur¬
rent conflict and explain two main points:
why the current conflict in Sri Lanka can¬
not be classified as genocide, and why I
feel that granting Tamils a separate state
(Eelam) governed by the L.T.T.E. is not
the solution to eradicating institutional
discrimination of Tamils in Sri Lanka.
First, I do not believe that M.I.A.
should be the international authority on
the current conflict in Sri Lanka - she has
not teen part of the minority she “repre¬
sents” for the majority of her life. She was
tom in London, moved back to Sri Lanka
and fled the country at the outbreak of the
civil war due to her father’s involvement
in the Tamil uprising. She was raised in
London and currently lives in New York.
I do not believe that only Sri Lankan na¬
tionals have the right to speak out against
the conflict, but if you have not lived in
the country since the outbreak of the
civil war, it is difficult to know the cur¬
rent realities that have changed the face
of the conflict drastically since its incep¬
tion. If you do not live in a country, or
visit frequently or have immediate family
who lives there, you are removed from
the immediacy of the experiences of that
community. No matter how closely you
follow the news, it is not the same as liv¬
ing in the midst of it.
Thus, it is wrong of M.I.A. to throw
out generalizing terms such as genocide
to explain a conflict so complex that
it incriminates rulers of both sides for
nearly 25 years of bloodshed. It is wrong
of her to feed into the blame game (Sri
Lankan Government vs. the Tamil Tigers
- who is right and who is wrong) when
in reality, we should focus on the larger
issue at hand - to recognize solutions

to this conflict that sacrifices the same
citizens it claims to represent.
Creating a separate homeland for
Tamils in the northern peninsula of the
country, governed by a group that is in¬
ternationally recognized as terrorists, is not
a fair solution for institutional discrimina¬
tion of Tamils in Sri Lanka. The majority of
Tamils do not live in the north - roughly
34 percent of the Sri Lankan Tamil pop¬
ulation lives in the Colombo district and
roughly 42 percent of Indian Tamils live
in'the Nuwara Eliya districts (up-country
region of Sri Lanka), according to the De¬
partment of Census & Statistics, Sri Lanka,
2001. There is a fair spread of the Tamil
civilians across the entire country where
the internal migrations and displacement
caused by the war have further reduced
the Tamil population who live in the
North. Thus, creating a separate home¬
land in a war-tom and barren area which
would cause social pressure for Tamils
all over the island to relocate would be a
repetition of the nightmare of the 'India/
Pakistan separation. I might be overreact¬
ing, but I genuinely fear that creating such
separations in land based on ethnicity in a
multi-ethnic country will cause the same
genocide that we are currently and falsely
accused of.
I believe every Sri Lankan should
have the right to choose where they live
and by no means should be forced to
move into any “homeland” based on eth¬
nicity. I understand that the creation of
Eelam does not necessarily call for re¬
location of all Tamils into it. However,
history (as shown by the India/Pakistan
separation) has proven otherwise.
Next, it is extremely dangerous to
romanticize tire Tamil Tigers as a group
that is fighting for the civil rights of Tamil
civilians. They eliminated all moderate
Tamil leaders and fellow Tamil political
organizations to ensure they were the
primary militant power in this struggle an unlikely move if they were genuinely
fighting for the civil rights of Tamils. They
were the first group in the world to ef¬
fectively use suicide bombers for mass
destruction and continue to use them as
their primary weapon. They recruit child
soldiers and use civilian shields to protect
themselves from government forces. They
rule by terror. Thus, Prabahkaran (leader
of the Tamil Tigers) is by no means the
savior of the Tamil minority of Sri Lanka
- he is recognized by all ethnicities alike
as a man responsible for mass murder, a
ruthless politician who expends the lives
of civilians for his own political agenda.
The Sri Lankan Government is no
angel, either. Ironically, the Tamil Tigers
prevented the election of a more liberal
leader (who was responsible for initiat¬
ing the ceasefire in 2002) and supported
the current government that has turned
out to be the first to claim a military vic¬
tory against the Tamil Tigers.
The present government used the same
ruthlessness exercised by the Tamil Tigers

to eliminate them - pursuing the Tamil Ti¬
gers at any cost, including the lives of civil¬
ians caught in the crossfire. Although such
war tactics are questionable when used by
a national government, it is not genocide
- your ethnicity has no relevance to your
death. If you are caught in between tire
government and the Tamil Tigers, chances
are that you will die. This is different from
seeking out and murdering a specific ethnic
group - which is the definition of “geno¬
cide.” M.I.A and other members of the
Diaspora who uses the term ‘genocide’ fail
to make an important distinction between
tire Tamil Tigers and the Tamil population;
one does not equal the other. Thus the Sri
Lankan government cannot be accused of
genocide - they are eliminating the Tamil
Tigers, not the Tamil population.
The government can, however, be ac¬
cused of a whole host of other things, in¬
cluding state-sponsored terrorism against
free media in Sri Lanka. It is sad to note that
there is very little democracy and almost
no freedom of the press in Sri Lanka. Over
winter break, I was in Sri Lanka for two ma¬
jor attacks against the press in Sri Lanka one where a national television broadcast¬
ing corporation was burnt and another in
which the editor-in-chief of a leading news¬
paper was assassinated. Although neither
attack was officially pinned on the govern¬
ment (both were carried out by “anony¬
mous armed gangs”), such attacks convey
a very clear zero-tolerance policy against
moderate views on the current conflict in
Sri Lanka - where we no longer have the
freedom to publicly disagree with the ex¬
treme militaristic solution of the Sri Lankan
government. A long-term solution can only
be reached if the government successfully
implements devolution, as provided for in
the 13th amendment - where the power
of the government is decentralized through
the establishment of provincial councils.
In conclusion, I have a couple of re¬
quests. For individuals who “represent”
the conflict in Sri Lanka, do not perpetu¬
ate the blame game that has fueled this
conflict for a quarter of a century. Speak
out against suffering endured by the civil¬
ians - all civilians - caught between the
factions and highlight the ethnic profiling
that Tamils suffer in Sri Lanka due to the
violence of the Tamil Tigers. Such profiling
- where Tamil civilians have to live in the
constant fear of being suspected of terror¬
ism - is the true crime of this conflict.
For the international audience, I
beg you to read all sources of infor¬
mation on this conflict (by the govern¬
ment, the Tamil Tigers and interna¬
tional news sources) prior to making
conclusions. Because the truth is that
the reality of war - any war - is impos¬
sible to articulate in a few pages. The
Sri Lankan conflict is so complex that it
cannot be labeled nor be held account¬
able by one group. Thus, it takes much
more than the comments of a pop star
or radical demonstrations of a student
group to truly understand this issue.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

While 1 have no faith in these proposals,
I do have the trademarked sense (/ Pope.
Tire difference between faith and hope is
believing something will work and believ¬
ing something might work. I am optimistic
solely because I see Washington striving for
drastic changes in drastic times. The Obama
administration is willing to do anything to
fix our country. The Democrats have rather
abruptly become a party of action and ideas.
The Republicans have become a party of
complaints and tired scare tactics.
We tried the Republicans’ economic
ideas for many years and now we’re in
a recession of global proportion. The Re¬
publicans’ problem is that any other eco¬
nomic idea violates one political principle
or another. They attack the proposals be¬

cause they have no constructive ambitions.
Obama hasn’t entertained the ideas of die
Republican Party because they haven’t of¬
fered any ideas that aren’t decades old.
Jonathan Krohn’s popularity among
conservatives epitomizes their dilem¬
ma. They consistently choose style
over substance. You can win people
over with these tactics, but you can’t
win facts. This is a time in the coun¬
try’s history when the facts are most
influential. While the Democrats at¬
tempt to reconfigure our country, the
Republicans need to reconfigure their
party. They can’t idealize whoever has
a strong, groundless opinion anymore.
And if they really see no other way,
they could at least find someone to
speak their agenda who was born be¬
fore the Clinton administration.

Power Shift 2009:
The World’s Largest Youth
Climate Change Conference
Inspires Thousands
i t iifffe
■ Jiff

Successful Power
Shift Exemplifies
Youth’s Power
ROMINA ISTRATII
STAFF WRITER

Who said that stu¬
dents have no power
to make change? Who
said that they can’t be
heard and can’t affect politics? Power
Shift 2009 proved exactly the oppo¬
site. Twelve thousand young people
from across the country converged in
Washington D.C. to send a message of
bold, comprehensive and immediate
federal climate action. They proved
that the youth has power: power to
make the world better and power to
defeat those who make it worse.

“It was a unique
conference of fighters for
the environment, pioneers
and young leaders.”

The conference lasted for four days,
starting on Feb. 27th with keynote ad¬
dresses from prominent figures like
Jessy Tolkan of the Energy Action
Coalition, U.S. EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson and Green for All Presi¬
dent Van Jones. It ended on March
2nd with a rally on the West Lawn of
the Capitol and a keynote speech by
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
It was a unique conference of
fighters for the environment, pio¬
neers and young leaders. Throughout
the entire conference, as Gary Hous¬
er, an Ohio anti-coal activist, put it,
“There was a palpable sense of a psy¬
chological line being crossed which
has had a parallel in all great move¬
ments for nonviolent social change.
It is the moment when a movement
becomes aware that it is tapping into
the immensely strong and unstop¬
pable power of truth. It is a time of
spiritual awakening, when seekers of
change suddenly realize they have
unleashed an infinite force far beyond
the strength of any individuals - what
Gandhi referred to as ‘satyagraha.’”
It is comparable to those times
when the peasants of India under¬
stood that an entire British empire
could be defied, or bus riders in
Montgomery, Alabama realized that
racism was not in reality an immov¬
able fact of life.
Now more than ever, students re¬
alize that they need to push the gov¬

ernment to make changes in favor
of the environment. Having Barack
Obama, the President many voted
for, as an ally, students are ready
to fight for our traumatized planet.
After Obama’s pledge to put energy
and climate at the top of his priority
list, the youth movement feels en¬
couraged to push the envelope much
further. Jessy Tolkan, the Executive
Director of Power Shift 2009, said
that were she in Obama’s place, she
would immediately cap carbon emis¬
sions, plan to have more aggressive
short-term targets that would reduce
carbon emissions by 40 percent by
2020, institute a moratorium on the
development of new coal plants and
urge Congress to pass a renewable
portfolio standard. In addition, she
would invest an impressive amount
of money in clean energy sfructures
and green jobs by December 2009,
because, as president, she would
want to signal to the international
community that the U.S. is ready
to lead and that the United States
is turning around eight years of ob¬
structionist behavior.
Leadership is actually what the
youth seek from the government.
The group pressed Congress to pass
a comprehensive climate change bill
that will position the United States as
a leader in international climate talks
in Copenhagen this December.
For this to succeed, the government
has to start setting a good example.
For example, Congress must stop
using coal. Coal-powered plants are
the major source of carbon emis¬
sions, and if they were phased out in
every country by 2030, there would
be real hope of stabilizing the cli¬
mate. Coal is also a major air pollut¬
ant that kills hundreds of thousands
and the single largest source of tox¬
ic mercury emissions. Mining coal
has significant environmental and
health impacts. Consequently, 2,000
students gathered in Washington to
protest, risking arrest.
This risk doesn’t seem to scare
the young fighters, though, who
would not give up the fight.
“One of the beauties of being a youth
climate movement is nothing seems im¬
possible to us,” commented Brianna Cayo
Cotter of the Energy Action Coalition, the
event’s D.C.-based organizer.
Power Shift ’09 proved that stu¬
dents are now at a point where their
hope is not just hope; results are fi¬
nally tangible. The conference, which
brought these 12,000 warriors to¬
gether, taught everyone that students’
hopes to reconstruct the environment
could soon become a reality.

BATES RATES
Daylight savings time

More like Graylight
savings time. Ba dum tsh.
But seriously, where’s the
light?

Trivia Night

Terrific fun for anyone not
sleeping near the 7 a.m.
parade route.

Club budgets cut by 25
percent

BCSG Treasurer David
Baily enters witness
protection program

Comprehensive fee
to increase for 2009-

Parents enter witness
protection after sending
bounced checks
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COURTESTY OF NATHALIE W00LW0RTH

Bates students promoted environmental awareness at Power Shift 2009.

NATHALIE W00LW0RTH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The weekend of Feb. 27th to
March 1st, a symbolic 100 days af¬
ter the election of President Barack
Obama, 40 Batesies from BEAM
(Bates Energy Action Movement)
traveled to Washington D.C. to at¬
tend Power Shift 2009, the world’s
largest youth climate change confer¬
ence in history. Over 12,000 young
people representing every state and
many countries congregated at the
Walter E. Washington Conference
Center, a mile from the nation’s Capi¬
tol building, to learn, teach, inspire,
be inspired and act on the most im¬
portant issue of our generation - cli¬
mate change.
Power Shift 2009 was a motivat¬
ing yet necessarily sobering four days
of panels, workshops, speakers, con¬
certs, rallies and congressional lobby¬
ing. Organized by the Energy Action
Coalition, a non-profit coalition of 50
environmental organizations, this event
followed Power Shift 2007, the first na¬
tional youth climate change Summit in
our nation’s history.
The weekend’s organized panels and
workshops had two purposes: to teach
and to train. Participants were educated
on science, policy and social issues re¬
lated to climate change as well as means
of achieving a clean energy future. In ad¬
dition, panels and workshops provided
skills training addressing the practicalities
of mobilizing, organizing and ultimately
instituting grassroots change. Panels and
workshops included “The Future of In¬
ternational Climate Change Legislation,”
“Restoring the Gulf Coast, Reenergizing
America,” “Achieving Environmental Jus¬
tice through Economic Justice,” “Green¬
ing Your School’s Endowment,” “Build¬
ing Effective and Inclusive Coalitions”
and “Public Speaking 101,” among oth¬
ers. Members of the Energy Action Co¬
alition provided a diversity of options in
the hope of distributing knowledge and
skills and encouraging an exchange of
ideas between participants.
The Energy Action Coalition also
brought an array of impressive speak¬
ers to the conference. Two members of
Obama’s newly appointed cabinet, EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson and Secre¬
tary of the Department of Interior Ken
Salazar, gave keynote addresses em¬
phasizing the Obama administration’s
fresh, informed outlook on environ¬
mental issues. Environmental justice
advocates Van Jones and Majora Carter
passionately addressed the often under¬
valued connection between social and
environmental issues and the impor¬
tance of ensuring environmental equity
in a clean energy future. Among others,
Massachusetts’ Congressman and head
of the Select Committee on Energy In¬
dependence and Global Warming Ed
Markey, former Salt Lake City Mayor
Rocky Anderson, Denver Mayor John
Hickenlooper, and Executive Director
of the Energy Action Coalition Jessy
Tolkan also spoke to the impassioned
audience of 12,000.
Each address ended with a call for
action. The speakers emphasized the
importance of organized response from

bottom-up as well as top-down. Multiple
speeches cited the centrality of grass¬
roots youth involvement in the Civil
Rights and Vietnam War movements.
To echo the words of Majora
Carter, “To be global champions, we
must be local warriors.” And there is
no time like the present to become
involved since “a crisis is a terrible
thing to waste!”
The panels, workshops, speakers
and energized performances of Santigold and the Roots culminated with
a final day of congressional lobby¬
ing and a rally on Capitol Hill. Thou¬
sands of Power Shifters lobbied their
state senators and representatives,
demanding dramatic carbon cuts,
investment in a green economy and
an environmentally equitable future
powered with clean energy, not dirty
fuels. Sophomore Lily Jolsin and
first-year Gwynneth Johnson, both of
Portland OR, lobbied Oregon Con¬
gressman Earl Blumenauer on Monday
morning. Jolsin, Johnson and 11 others
from Oregon spoke with the senator’s
aide for over 30 minutes, discussing
both national and local policy.

“Last Monday - the
largest lobby day on
climate change and
energy in American history
- came at a crucial time.”

“It is really empowering to ad¬
dress those issues so directly. I felt
directly connected to the whole pro¬
cess and like I was making an im¬
pact,” commented Jolsin.
Last Monday - the largest lobby
day on climate change and energy in
American history - came at a crucial
time. The United States government’s
commitment to passing strong climate
change legislation within the next six
months is critical. This coming De¬
cember, Denmark is hosting a United
Nations Climate Change Conference
in Copenhagen. In order to avoid
reaching an irreversibly high level
of atmospheric carbon, it is impera¬
tive that the global treaty negotiated
in Copenhagen dramatically restrict
global carbon emissions while pro¬
viding developeding and developed
regions with resources and support
to manage the unavoidable impacts
of climate change.
As A1 Gore has repeatedly said, the
United States must “reverse years of in¬
action” by setting a global example and
passing strong climate change legislation
before negotiations, of the Copenhagen
treaty begin. Without the full commit¬
ment of the United States and Obama’s
administration, the success of the Copen¬
hagen negotiations is at best uncertain.
Although revolutionary national
and international climate change leg¬
islation is crucial to avoid a climate
crisis, initiatives from the top must
v

be met by those from the bottom. On
Sunday afternoon, representatives of
each state and country gathered with
others from their area for a “breakout
session.” In these meetings, Power
Shifters discussed environmental is¬
sues and carbon reduction initia¬
tives at state and local levels. Maine’s
breakout session was led by Harris
Parnell, a grassroots organizer with
the League of Young Voters, and
Batesie Rob Friedman ’ll, co-presi¬
dent of BEAM and a steering com¬
mittee member of Sustain Maine, a
youth network committed to passing
climate change legislation in Maine.
Sustain Maine, established after
Maine college students convened at
Power Shift 2007, has grown in the
last year and a half to involve 11 col¬
leges and universities as well as nu¬
merous individuals throughout the
state. The Maine breakout session fo¬
cused on increasing climate change
dialogue between youth across the
state, evaluating local and state-wide
environmental issues and taking ac¬
tion on these issues.
Over 160 energized Mainers at¬
tended Sunday’s breakout session.
As a facilitator, Friedman was “really
inspired that so many people from
Maine care so much about these is¬
sues and look at the problems from
such a variety of perspectives.”
However, this dialogue is just a
start. At the time, and later, Friedman
emphasized, “We have so much more
work to do, but it was great to meet
so many Mainers to network with be¬
cause these are the people we will
have to work with ip the future.”
Speakers at a symposium I at¬
tended suggested that we are, as
individuals, a nation and a world,
facing a crisis of imagination. We
are unable to imagine change - the
change that must occur to ensure the
survival of the planet and its species.
I challenge this notion. As young en¬
ergetic Batesies and optimistic Amer¬
icans, we are full of hope for a fu¬
ture of envisioned change. Nothing
proves this more than the election
of Barack Obama just over 100 days
ago and the grassroots effort so vital
to his electoral success.
Backed by the aware, change-driv¬
en Obama administration, the future
of environmental policy in the United
States is brighter. To use the terms of
the symposium, change is thankfully
easier to imagine. However, the vigilant
work of individuals, who must remind
those in positions of power that climate
change is an issue impacting every in¬
habitant of planet Earth, is essential
to ensuring that legislation regulating
carbon emissions and funding energy
alternatives and green jobs is not once
again pushed aside.
I encourage everyone reading this
article to imagine change in their own
lives, on the Bates campus, in our na¬
tion and in the world to ensure these
visions do not fade. As a campus,
generation and nation, we must not
resign ourselves to assuming change
will occur without individual initia¬
tive. So please, in whatever way you
perceive best, go save the world!
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Bates Should Ban Water Bottles
to Promote Sustainability

©igitz
14

The number of cigarette packs that a man stole from a convenience
store. The man broke out of jail to get them and was arrested as he
tried to reenter his cell.

TAKE BACK THE TAP
BATES CHAPTER

Every five minutes, 2,000,000 bot¬
tled waters are consumed in the U.S.
How many of those are consumed at
Bates? Too many.
In January, Washington Univer¬
sity in St. Louis banned the sale and
distribution of bottled water on its
campus. Brandeis and Johns Hop¬
kins have developed similar initia¬
tives. Bates can and should join this
elite group and eliminate its use of
bottled water.
We, the Bates chapter of Take
Back the Tap, are urging the admin¬
istration to take action on this issue
and enact a bottled water ban by the
beginning of the next academic year.
We are asking you, the student body,
for your support in this endeavor and
urging you, the individual, to think
long and hard about why you do or
do not drink bottled water and the
vast implications of that decision.
Before we talk about how to
eliminate bottled water at Bates,
a few reasons why tap water kicks
bottled water’s plastic ass:
Water is life and bottled water is
morally bankrupt. Water is our most
basic, should-be-public resource one we cannot survive without and
one that every organism on earth
shares fluidly. To sell the rights of our
most basic public resource to corpora¬
tions and allow them to invade com¬
munities, suck the water out of their
aquifers, bottle it and then sell it back
to the people (who it should belong
to in the first place), all for an egre¬
gious profit, is outrageous. You should
be outraged! Soon they’ll try and start
selling us packaged air. Just wait.
When bottled water corporations
invade communities around the world,
the effects on those communities can be
devastating. Death, injustice and misery
- yeah, those are all in that bottle.

1

The number of wedding rings found in a Wendy’s Frosty. A
woman’s boyfriend put the ring into the ice cream, planning to
propose, but the woman was challenged to an eating contest and
the ring was eaten, postponing the proposal.
66
The age of a man who broke his leg so that he could make a cast
for his leg entirely from cocaine. The man was arrested trying to
smuggle the cast into the Barcelona Airport.
6
The number of figures in a book deal contracted to a few barbecue fans
who have invented a bacon-stuffed, bacon-wrapped log of sausage.
1

The cost, in dollars, of a trailer sold in Pennsylvania. The
$46,000 trailer was put up for auction on eBay, but the price was
mistyped.
14,000,000

The amount, in dollars, for which a professional coffee taster’s
tongue was insured in England. “My eighteen years of experience
enables me to distinguish between thousands of flavors,” said
Gennaro Pellicca, who tastes a sample of each batch of raw coffee
beans that go through Costa Coffee’s London plant.
75
The age of a Saudi woman who was sentenced to forty lashes for
hosting two unrelated men in her house.
0

The number of white pizzas that the Lewiston, ME Papa Johns
will ever make again, starting Monday, March 9th. The Bates
Student staff ate the last one ever to be made.

Share Your Opinion!
Anyone can write for the Forum section. If you have a
reaction or opinion you would like printed, please e-mail
it to awilcox@bates.edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays.
r

BRENDAN O'BRIEN

1

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Manicures & Pedicures
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Tap water is monitored for quality
and must live up to rigorous health
and safety standards. Bottled water is
hardly regulated at all, and the plas¬
tic is loaded with toxins.
Tap water is practically free,
whereas bottled water can knock
you down $3 for twelve ounces.
Bottled water is environmentally
atrocious. Two to seven liters of wa¬
ter are used in the production of one
liter of bottled water. And each bot¬
tle takes one quarter of its volume
in oil to bottle and transport. Only
12 percent of plastic bottles for wa¬
ter are recycled in the U.S. The Test
end up in landfills and rivers. And
those that are recycled are actually
down-cycled, made into items like
low-quality carpets.
By drinking tap water, we support
municipal water systems, local jobs
and the development of the better de¬
livery of higher quality tap water to
the people. By drinking bottled water,
we allow the government to abdicate
its responsibility to make municipal
water as safe and tasty as possible.
Bottled water is the epitome of
an individualistic wasteful culture
of mindless consumption. There are
myriad reasons not to drink bottled
water, but bottled water companies
have convinced us that their product
is safer, sexier and tastes better, so
we gulp it to our faces like it ain’t
no thing.
But it is a thing, and a big thing.
So, how are we going to get rid of
bottled water at Bates? Here are
some ideas:
Dining and catering services need
to stop relying on bottled water.
Bagged lunches should not include
bottled water - the recipient should
have access to good tap water and
the foresight to fill up their own wa¬
ter bottle. The Den and Milt’s should
stop selling bottled water. Small
events like lunches should offer

pitchers of water and reusable cups.
Large events are trickier and should
be evaluated on a case-by-case ba¬
sis, but there are feasible alternatives
,and they should be explored.
As members of the campus com¬
munity, we need to change the way
we live, the way we think about
water and the way we drink water.
There are probably more reusable
water bottles on this campus than
there are students, and there is a tap
right down every hall that is good
for the drinking. No one should
need to buy bottled water. Faculty
should stop ordering bottled water
for lunches. Athletic coaches should
tell their teams to bring their own
water instead of ordering fifty bottles
for away events.
Christine Schwartz, the director
of Dining Services, is open to the
idea of eliminating bottled water,
but campus support is crucial. When
dining services offers a water cooler
at an event in lieu of bottled water,
instead of bemoaning the absence of
our bottles, we need to embrace the
change and talk to the person next
to us about how cool it is that Bates
is taking such progressive action.
Like many products we consume,
bottled water represents a conflict
between convenience and sustain¬
ability. I’ve heard Bates talk about
its commitment to sustainability, but
right now it’s demonstrating a com¬
mitment to convenience. Bates can
and should be in the vanguard of
socially responsible institutions that
wean themselves from this small,
whack convenience and consciously
contribute to the further develop¬
ment of a just, healthy system of wa¬
ter distribution. Let’s not give in to
mindless consumption. Let’s kick the
monkey from our back by September
and start hydrating in a responsible,
sustainable way that gratifies our
values and not just our thirst.

Conservatives Are Coming to
Terms with Reality And So
Should Liberals

Sources: fark.com, Papa John’s delivery line
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In Afroz Baig’s article that pro¬
posed a new direction for the Re¬
publican Party, she gives every evi¬
dence of having been misled by a
gross misinterpretation of the current
state of the GOP. Her depiction of
the just-completed CPAC (Conserva¬
tive Political Action Conference) was
unfortunately biased and filtered
through the rumors and garbage on
the Huffington Post.
This biased view of our party is
what seems to have led to several
incorrect conclusions. She neither
correctly identified the reasons why
Republicans lost nor the reasons why
the Democrats were able to win this
election. She then took this distorted
view of the election and the Republi¬
can Party and projected it onto CPAC.
This resulted in a simplified view of
a three-day-long convention. Finally,
and in order that facts would not in¬
conveniently distort fiction, she ig¬
nored the discussions and speeches
of the reliable leaders and focused
on the invented feelings and false
controversy of CPAC.
Several Bates College Republicans
travelled to CPAC last week and were
able to experience firsthand a power¬
ful philosophical message and agree¬
ment that has not been seen or felt in
years in our party. There were hun¬
dreds of speakers at CPAC describing
a new and positive message for Re¬
publicans and our country as a whole.
I suppose that for those who viewed
CPAC through the fog of prejudice, it
is better to ignore that message and
instead focus on the two most contro¬
versial and extreme commentators as
an example of party leadership.
The author did recognize the fact
that these two individuals are simply
commentators,
though
comedians
might be a more accurate description.
Ironically, as much as Ann Coulter and
Rush Limbaugh are not party leaders,
the Democrats have themselves almost
managed to get a real comedian, A1
Franken, elected as a U.S. senator.
There is no reason to treat Coulter
and Limbaugh as if they are the new
W.F. Buckleys of the party. Instead, a
fair-minded observer would find such
individuals among the hundreds of
other speakers who offered serious
intellectual discourse at CPAC.
While most would agree that the
Republicans do have a problem ex¬
tending their message, it is not sim¬

ply a matter of the Republican Party
failing to express that message clear¬
ly. The problem is that everyone in
the media, Fox News included, chose
to give the outrageous commentators
- comedians - airtime, rather than
the policy makers and the serious
contributors at the Conference.
Were you given the opportunity
to hear from them, you would know
that many of the policy makers, in¬
cluding Newt Gingrich and Mitt Rom¬
ney, said exactly what you said: the
Republican Party cannot just be the
party of opposition. Furthermore, if
you had actually read, listened to or
followed all of what Rush Limbaugh
said in his speech, you would realize
that he also made similar remarks re¬
garding the future of the party.
Among the many misinterpreta¬
tions made in Baig’s article, the most
evident was the reason Why the elec¬
tion turned out the way it did and
the repercussions of the results. Let
us consider the facts.
Here are the primary reasons that
Republicans lost the election: their
support of a non-conservative candi¬
date for the past eight years, the sharp
ending of the growth period of the
business cycle prior to the election
and the inconsistency of Sen. McCain’s
message. However, even with Gover¬
nor Palin “going rogue” and a candi¬
date who looked two breaths away
from death, Republicans still managed
to pull through with 22 states and get
48 percent of the vote. If that kind of
loss spells death for Republicans, then
we have no idea how the Democrats
managed to recover after losing nearly
every state to Reagan.
And yes, we have come to terms
with the fact that the last eight years
were a disaster. We recognize that there
were several disasters - a terrorist at¬
tack, two wars, a hurricane, a bursting
economic bubble in our economy and
Democrats in control of Congress for
the last two years, thwarting any ef¬
forts at regulatory reform.
What liberals have to come to
terms with is that, while many things
were mismanaged in the past eight
years, President Bush was not al¬
ways the problem, and to the extent
he was, it was because of the de¬
parture from conservative ideals of
small and limited government, lim¬
ited spending and taxation and indi¬
vidual rights and autonomy. Liberals
also need to focus on that fact that
President Obama believes in none of
those ideals, so his “change” will not

be a solution. Rather, it will continue
to exacerbate the problem.
What liberals have to come to
terms with is recognizing that Presi¬
dent Bush and Congress have been
a disaster for our country over the
past eight years. That understanding
requires an acceptance that activ¬
ist government is at the root of our
problems, and we would be better
off without the coercive powers of
government in our lives just to avoid
such catastrophes.
Baig claims that we blame Presi¬
dent Obama for all that is wrong. We
will reserve some judgment on his
policies, but the real blame lies else¬
where. We blame the increasing role
of government over everything in the
past century. We blame Harry Reid,
Nancy Pelosi and Barney Frank for
their blind spending, regulatory op¬
position and ignorance of economics.
We blame the Securities Exchange
Commission for not doing it job. We
blame companies for using the gov¬
ernment to protect their interests.
And we certainly will not hesitate in
blaming President Obama when his
policies are proven to be disastrous.
Since blaming President Bush
seemed to work for the Democrats simply shaking President Bush’s hand
was grounds for liberal criticism we should blame President Obama
as he becomes synonymous with big
spending, corporate welfare and the
wasteful projects of America.
Redirection is not needed; we simply
need a leader that embodies true conser¬
vatism and is able to express it clearly to
the American people. Or we can simply
wait until the Democrats inevitably fail,
as is bound to happen when a liberal
Democrat gains control of the presidency
with a liberal Congress.
We are willing to bet that many se¬
cretly do not want the Republican Party
to recover. They obviously would prefer
outright social and corporate welfare
which, far from going to help the poor,
will go directly into lining government
workers’ pockets and keeping failed
companies on life support.
The only redirection of our party
that many commentators (including
Baig, apparently) want is one more
towards the left. They want the Re¬
publican Party to become the “Demo¬
crat Lite Party.” They want us to help
them achieve all forms of social wel¬
fare in addition to continued deficit
spending that will cripple our country
as it has done for all other countries.
We will not let that happen.
3
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Lewiston Public Library: A Viable
Option for Ladd-Weary Students

Bates.edu
to Receive
Facelift
SAM NAGOURNEY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Located in the heart of the city, the Lewiston Public Library has been a staple of the community for over a century. The library offers a variety of services for students,
including both volunteer opportunities and skill-development courses, and specializes in local history and fiction reading.
SHERVIN CHAMBERS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For a Batesie, the library is most
likely Ladd, perhaps Coram; but few
students consider a third option just a
few minutes from campus: the Lewiston
Public Library.
As Ladd’s cubicles begin to fill with
those studying for final examinations or
seniors making final edits to their the¬
ses, the Lewiston Public Library offers a
similar but less cramped space at peak
study times.
The library also provides a wide
range of volunteer activities for stu¬
dents, including afterschool tutoring

and reading to grade school students.
The Lewiston Public Library has
been a vital part of the L/A community
since its construction in 1902. The li¬
brary has several partnerships with
various establishments in the Lewis¬
ton community, including Bates. The
library hosted several Contradances
sponsored by Bates.
It offers programs for both adults
and children. The programs for adults
include ‘Community Computer Labs,
which invite citizens of all ages to
sharpen their computer skills and ‘Great
Fall Forum’ where thought-provoking
speakers present to the Lewiston-Au¬
burn community. The programs for

children include ‘Book Buddies’ and
‘The BookReach Program’ which invite
community volunteers to read to chil¬
dren of all ages.
“We need Bates students to come
to the library more often”, said Rick
Spears, director of the library. “We
need help in our computer lab assist¬
ing the general public.”
The library provides easy access
to its network through a wireless
connection.
“Bates library is probably better
when it comes to doing academic
research,” said Speers, “but when it
comes to doing historical research on
Lewiston, we got it pack. We also have

a large collection of fiction reading.”
The library provides free library
cards to any student with a Bates ID
and either a driver’s license or state ID.
“I don’t go to the library,” said Cristian Ruiz T2. “I feel that Ladd library
here at Bates has everything I need.”
Contrary to Ruiz’s statement, Brianna Bakow TO went to the Lewiston
library and found it quite helpful.
“I went to the library for a school
project,” said Bakow, “and it was very
useful in my research”
The Lewiston Public Library is lo¬
cated at 200 Lisbon Street on the cor¬
ner of Lisbon and Pine.

The spirit of hope and change is
spreading from Washington D.C. to
Lewiston, Maine. In the next three
to four months, the College’s online
homepage will be entirely revamped.
“My vision is that within a year or
two, we will be doing such good work
at really communicating Bates’ excel¬
lence, that we’ll be getting recognition...
for effectively showing this school on¬
line,” said Jay Collier, Web Communica¬
tions Manager for the Office of Commu¬
nications and Media Relations (OCMR),
who is heading up the operation.
Last December, the new Vice
President for College Advancement
Kelly Kerner charged Collier and oth¬
er OCMR staffers to begin work on a
project focused on the homepage - a
mission they are just beginning.
The new homepage is “conceptu¬
alized... as primarily being a way to
quickly present why Bates is distinc¬
tive and valuable and worth peoples’
attention for people who don’t know
anything about Bates right from the
start,” according to Collier, who ex¬
plained why the project will, for
the moment, be affecting only the
homepage and not department sites.
“The three primary groups of peo¬
ple who may be finding out about Bates
for the very first time are future students
and parents; future employees, faculty
and staff; and future contributors or
philanthropists: people who want to
give to the school and know really very
little about Bates,” said Collier.
See REDESIGN, page 7

CHC and WRBC Spar Over Right to Entertain
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

booking process. With an annual bud¬
get of $97,485 for 2008-2009, which is
equivalent to nearly 23 percent of total
BCSG club expenditures, CHC faces
scrutiny over its inability to obtain a
$40,000-caliber band for the second
year in a row.
CHC believes that Braddigan and
Francis qualify as a ‘big concert.’
Launching the Attack
In an editorial in last week’s issue
of The Student, Jared Levy ’09 and L.
Graham Jones ’09 propose that clubs
that also provide students with en¬
tertainment, such as WRBC and the
Strange Bedfellows, be allocated part
of CHC’s substantial budget.
“The Budget Committee should
make sure it represents our egalitar¬
ian ideals and allow for the diversity
of events to reflect the diversity of the
student body,” said Jones, expanding
on his editorial. “Too often we have
felt the negative effects of mistakenly
putting all of our eggs in one basket.”
WRBC, optimistic about the recent
round of budget allocations in light of
the CHC editorial, and its “successful”
FM Belfast show, created a petition to
“rally public support behind our cause
and attempt to siphon some of CHC’s
money into our coffers,” said Grif Pe¬
terson ‘09, a former member of CHC
and Concert Director for WRBC.
“He said we didn’t have as many
members as CHC,” said Peterson, who
added that WRBC had more DJ than
CHC has members.
The petition, which gathered 441
signatures in three days, requests that
the Budget Committee makes “the dis¬
tribution of club funds around campus
more equitable” by increasing WRBC’s
$15,000 concert budget to $65,500.
This money will be partitioned into
one large concert ($30,000), two medi¬
um concerts ($13,000 each), one small
concert ($4,000), two micro concerts
($2,000 each) and Ronjstock ($1,500).
Big Concert = Big Decision
To choose the artists for their big
concert, CHC polled students in midNovember 2008 to see which artist
they preferred from a selection of 12.
“The top four choices, Ratatat,
MGMT, Guster and Third Eye Blind,
were all within a few votes of each
other,” said Sam Hewett ’09, Co-Pres¬
ident of CHC.
When CHC proceeded to make
these groups offers, each either re¬
jected the offer, raised its price tag
(often doubling it) or was not on tour
until early April - a time that would
be tough for students facing finals,
Hewett explained.
“In the case of Ratatat, they said

they didn’t want to do this one, off day
in March,” said Hewett. “[Bands] gener¬
ally don’t want to come to Maine in
the winter. MGMT said they were not
taking offers from anyone.”
The Dispatch Dilemma
After the top four from the Novem¬
ber poll, the remaining bands on the
survey received insignificant numbers
of votes. CHC was left with the option
of continuing down the list of bands
that had rather limited support from
students or to go in another direction,
abandoning the results of the student
body’s vote.
CHC devised a solution that it
believed remained true to the demo¬
cratic selection of bands and avoided
drifting into the fringe bands with
limited support and interest, accord¬
ing to Hewett.
The winner of the previous CHC
survey of the student body was Bradd¬
igan and Pete Francis, two members of
the now dismembered band Dispatch.
At the time of the November ballot,
Braddigan and Francis were scheduled
to perform at Bates during the fall se¬
mester. However, by the time CHC had
exhausted its efforts to recruit the top
four vote-getters from the November
poll, the duo had cancelled its entire
fall tour because Braddigan developed
vocal chord polyps, Hewett explained.
CHC’s solution was simple and true
to the will of the voters: reschedule
Braddigan and Francis as the winter
semester concert, said Hewett.
“Due to the problems with booking
[Ratatat, MGMT, Guster and Third Eye
Blind], had Braddigan and Pete Francis
already played, we (CHC) would have
had to have a serious discussion about
who would come,” said Hewett in re¬
gards to the 2009 winter concert.
The Seeds of Dissent
The cancellation of the winter con¬
cert, alongside the impending Budget
Committee meeting to determine club
funding, has started a grassroots move¬
ment to transfer concert-booking re¬
sponsibilities into different hands.
Over the past week, WRBC has
attempted to portray themselves as
CHC’s main, if not only, competition.
The movement to redistribute CHC’s
power and wealth began with the edi¬
torial published last week in The Bates
Student less than a week before the
Budget Committee was expected to
hear club budget proposals and an¬
nounce its funding allocations to the
BCSG and student body.
CHC’s Openness Questioned
In their editorial, Jones and Levy
attack CHC’s method of selecting art¬
ists to perform on campus.
At a large-scale CHC meeting held

in the fall to determine the big winter
concert, “students go around the room
and play a 30-second clip of a song from
their iPod to introduce people to the
band then vote on whether or not they
want to bring them,” said Peterson.
Several former CHC members
contend that their music recommen¬
dations were “brushed aside.” Levy
drafted an e-mail in 2006 proposing
that the band My Morning Jacket play
at Bates for a price between $10,000
and $15,000.
“[The e-mail] received no re¬
sponse,” said Levy. “I am certainly not
alone in having my ideas cast aside by
CHC. Many students have gone before
CHC with informed suggestions. For its
part, CHC dutifully listens to these sug¬
gestions. What it doesn’t do is consider
outside opinion.”
When CHC members were asked
to submit a few suggestions for con¬
certs, Jones and Levy submitted nearly
130 ideas, according to Hewett. The
sheer volume of bands was too much
for CHC to fully consider all of them.
As a self-described active member
of CHC during the 2006-07 academic
year, Peterson settled on a price with
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, OK Go
and the Bad Plus, but CHC did not
book the bands.
“I frequently voiced my opinion
about what shows I thought Bates
would like to see, but none were se¬
lected,” Peterson said.
The Right Way to Choose a Band
Besides assembling an open meet¬
ing to propose and vote on potential
groups, CHC also typically sends four
of its members to the annual Nation¬
al Association of Campus Activities
(NACA) Conference. At the conference,
CHC representatives listen to 20 min¬
utes of different acts. Representatives
then obtain sampler CDs and present
them to the CHC board.
“We discuss whether we think
turnout will be good, whether the art¬
ist is available, etc.” said Adam Ratner
’09, Vice President of CHC.
CHC generally uses NACA to iden¬
tify smaller bands that could play at
Bates as well as events CHC could
host. “Almost all of the comedians,
lecturers, hypnotists, bands and other
acts have been found through this pro¬
cess,” said Keith Tannenbaum, Direc¬
tor of the Student Activities Office and
advisor to CHC.
CHC’s band brainstorming process
hag also received criticism. At its prin¬
ciple meetings to consider potential
artists for big performances, CHC “has
offered concertideas.com as their pri¬
mary search tool,” said Peterson. “You
can tell how out of date the website is
by the use of ‘Alien Ant Farm’ as their
search example.”

Levy and Jones argue that CHC’s
brainstorming methods engender ex¬
pensive, obsolete names to end up on
the final polling list.
“Money spent on concerts should
work as an investment that increases
in value,” wrote Jones. “We should get
bands that are a good, cheap price
because they show signs of future
success as opposed to bands that are
cheap because they are in their twi¬
light years.”
The pair offers the College Music
Journal as an alternative database for
finding bands. WRBC, which has facili¬
tated one concert each month in the
2008-09 academic year thus far, uses
a variety of mechanisms for “reinvigo¬
rating the music selection process,” ac¬
cording to Jones.
For instance, WRBC maintains
its own website, and uses Facebook,
MySpace and Twitter accounts to
network with artists.
“I am contacted by about a dozen
bands a month who have found us
online and are interested in Bates,”
said Peterson. “With the economy
cutting into all club budgets, we
believe that this is a much stronger
model for bringing musical acts than
searching concertideas.com for out-ofdate bands going on discount tours.”
WRBC Challenges CHC Spending
Besides its procedures for find¬
ing bands, CHC and its spending
habits are also under scrutiny, re¬
sulting largely from its failure to af¬
ford bands like Guster and Third Eye
Blind, who increase their price tags
to an amount north of $40,000 when
not touring. “If CHC is allocated a
huge sum of money for a big con¬
cert and doesn’t spend that money
towards getting a big concert, then it
isn’t doing its job," said Jones.
Members of CHC respond that their
organization “has never been a concert
committee, but a committee for cam¬
pus events,” said Hewett.
“This semester alone, CHC has of¬
fered three comedians, two small con¬
certs, the very well-attended Winter
Carnival and we still have Craig Karges, The Dating Doctor and the concert
on Mar. 21,” said Tannenbaum. The
committee also recruited Reel Big Fish
to perform at D.E.A.P. (Drop Every¬
thing And Play) for $17,500 after BCSG
agreed to provide them with $2,000
from the co-sponsorship fund to help
cover costs.
The 2009 .Winter Carnival cost
$16,671, or roughly 18.73 percent of
their budget, with items like familyfun inflatables costing $6,350 and latenight breakfast $4,324. “Winter Carnival
is where we have to spend the most
amount of money with no money com¬
ing back to us,” said Hewett.

“The inflatables cost so much
money and yet few students pay much
attention,” said Jones. “Students have
brought this up as an issue they are
upset with because they think other
clubs could use that money much
more effectively.”
The editorial cited CHC’s use of
personalized club T-shirts as an ex¬
ample of its “fiscal irresponsibility.”
However, David Baily ’ll, Treasurer
of BCSG and head of the Budget
Committee says CHC “only spends
two percent of their budget” on shirts.
“In their budget proposal, they state
that the $530 in shirts were ‘student
security shirts’ for Girl Talk, which is
legitimate as long as the CHC gets the
shirts returned.”
It is crucial that the 15-plus mem¬
bers working the concerts wear club
shirts for security reasons because
they cannot always rely on getting
enough Bates security at their events,
said Ratner.
“During Girl Talk, a girl had an
asthma attack on stage,” he said. “[CHC
Co-President] Tim Gay, who was wear¬
ing an event staff T-shirt, was able to
get her safely off the stage.”
The authors of the editorial suggest
that the Budget Committee “make sure
that not all the campus events are fi¬
nancially supported through just one
student organization.”
In response to the idea of WRBC
assuming the leading role on the cam¬
pus music scene, some CHC members
raised concerns over WRBC’s “eclectic”
musical selections.
“WRBC is known for bringing mu¬
sic that is not mainstream, like FM Bel¬
fast which was Icelandic techno stuff,”
said Ratner.
“The CHC chooses to stay with
more typical genres of music, such as
rock, like Parker House and Theory
and Barefoot Truth. We as a club feel
relatively comfortable with this rela¬
tionship as it fills two very different,
yet both important niches on cam¬
pus, appealing to the largest propor¬
tion of students on campus possible,”
said Ratner.
The Next Steps
“While we are excited that the
budget committee recognized WRBC
and that we received more money,
our whole campaign was to get more
money for WRBC of the Chase Hall
coffers,” he said. “I think David Baily’s
reasons were pretty lame.”
CHC was disappointed by the
drop in funding and intends to seek
additional money during the griev¬
ance process.
“They (the Budget Committee) cut
a lot of money from a lot of our pro¬
posals,” said Hewett. “We somewhat
worried about that.”
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Redesign in the
Rates of Drinking Problems Works for Bates URL

College Women Show Higher
SIMONE PATHE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Along with a diploma, a job offer - although
that may be looking less likely these days - an
acceptance to graduate school or plans to hit the
beach, students will graduate from Bates this year
with an increased likelihood of becoming alcohol¬
ics. In fact, college is so conducive to developing
bad drinking habits that the more higher education
one receives, the more likely one is to develop al¬
coholism, according to Health Center Psychologist
Dr. Wendy Kjeldgaard in a lecture last Wednes¬
day entitled, “Drinking Like a Student: What Really
Happens During and After College.”
A true or false quiz Kjeldgaard posed to the
small audience presented some themes for the
evening: why students are drinking, how it af¬
fects them and how to know when someone has
a problem.
Sixty percent of women with STDs were in¬
toxicated during contraction, and one in five
college students neglect safe sex practices when
drunk, Kjeldgaard reported. That chronic abuse
of alcohol may lead to man breasts and an OUI
in Maine can result in up to $7,000 in penal¬
ties were just two of the more surprising effects
Kjeldgaard mentioned.
Just because someone can abstain from drink¬
ing for a few months does not mean he or she is
not an alcoholic. To determine alcoholism it is
more important to evaluate how much an indi¬
vidual drinks in one sitting and why as opposed to
the frequency of alcohol usage.
Although students across the country often say
they will be heavy drinkers only for the duration
of college, there are certain risk factors that in¬
crease a person’s chances of developing alcohol¬
ism after college. For example, a person with an
alcoholic parent is three to four times more likely
to develop alcoholism than someone without an
alcoholic parent.
A recently published study reveals that people
who develop alcoholism are more likely to have
used other drugs, used alcohol to deal with anxi¬
ety and have a paternal family member who is an
alcoholic. Alcoholics also tend to be independent,
impulsive and rebellious.
Most students drink for social reasons and
not because of depression or mental illness and
many students believe that their peers drink
more than they do.

Students often mistakenly define themselves as
social drinkers, but the definition of a social drink¬
er is someone who only enjoys a glass of wine or a
beer with dinner, avoiding the excessive consump¬
tion of alcohol. Alcoholism is not limited to people
who drink anything in particular - the abuse of
any and all alcohol can lead to alcoholism.
Students who “mature out” of their abuse of
alcohol in college usually have no family history of
alcoholism, pared down their drinking as gradu¬
ation approached or were subject to disciplinary
action that prompted them to change.
Physical effects of alcoholism include an in¬
creased risk of breast cancer, fertility problems in
men and women and increased estrogen levels
leading to man breasts. Ninety percent of rapes in¬
volve alcohol, and 2.1 million college students are
involved in drunk-driving accidents every year.
The academic consequences of abusing alco¬
hol can be more long-term than Sunday morning
hangovers that delay arrival at the library. Cogni¬
tive disruptions can persist for up to 30 days after
drinking, and OUls will remain on personal re¬
cords permanently - not a risk you want to take in
today’s job market, Kjeldgaard pointed out.
Worse than heroin, alcohol is the hardest and
most dangerous drug from which to withdraw
with the highest risk of death.
Kjeldgaard referred to the TV show Gossip Girl
when pointing to a disturbing new trend - for the
first time, more than half of college students with
drinking problems are women, partly because it is
more acceptable for women to be heavy drinkers
and partly because more alcohol industry adver¬
tisements target them.
It is well known that alcohol affects women
more than men because women have more body
fat and tend to be smaller. Women also lack a pro¬
tein that is crucial to breaking down alcohol and,
if on the pill or in the days leading up to men¬
struation, women will get drunk faster because the
alcohol reaches the bloodstream faster.
Hannah Mack ’ll who works for the Health
Center as a Health Educator for first-years
thought that Kjeldgaard’s focus on the link be¬
tween college drinking and problems later in life
was particularly interesting.
Kjeldgaard has a private practice in the area
and works part time at the Health Center. Three
Registered Substance Abuse Counselors (RSACs)
work part time shifts at the Health Center where
students can receive counseling free of charge.
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The homepage is due for a renovation; it was
last updated in 2001/2002, according to Collier. At
the time, the homepage was “state of the art” in
web technology and communications, but it has
since become “in essence, a snapshot in time,”
said Collier, associating weaknesses in the current
homepage with weaknesses in web technology
from 2001/2002.
Nearly a year ago, Collier began holding open
forums with students, parents, alumni, faculty and
staff to figure out what people wanted from a
Bates online experience. While different groups
of people wanted different things, there was a
general consensus: the homepage should be more
dynamic, lively and exciting.
“Students want to be proud of Bates and they
want their future employers and their parents and
their friends to see a Bates online that reflects their
experience of this great place, this cool place,”
Collier commented.
A dynamic homepage could not come too
soon. Recent research examining the ways in
which students use the Internet to develop their
knowledge about a school reveals that the pre¬
sentation of what the school is about is more im¬
portant than ever before. Website visitors will
leave a site if they cannot find what they are
looking for within three or four clicks, according
to Stamats, a company that assists colleges and
universities to improve their marketing success.
This is particularly relevant to the Bates’ website,
which is filled with content that is often hidden.
Furthermore, a college’s website can affect its
reputation. As part of a multifaceted strategy, the
Administration has begun paying close attention
to what is written about Bates on Wikipedia as
well as Facebook groups. The College even start¬
ed Twittering last summer to send out brief tidbits
on the going-ons of campus.
Collier and OCMR plan over the next three
months to move forward piece by piece, putting
something out every two to four weeks for review.
Collier believes in constructive commentary and
feedback early on to ensure fewer complaints in
the long run. Even though the goal is to have an
up-and-running homepage by the new fiscal year
in June Collier opted for caution over speed.
“[I]t needs to present the essence of Bates and
do it in a way that’s really engaging and sophis¬
ticated. So there’s the tension between moving

[as] quickly as we can with our various partners
and doing it right. And I have to say that caveat
because if in June, we have something that’s not
quite right, I’ll be the first one to say, ‘let’s take a
little more time on it.’”
While there is yet to be a visual screenshot or
markup of what the new homepage may look like,
students, faculty, staff and alumni will first have
the opportunity to review the language describing
the College.
“The first thing we need to really be clear of
is the story we want to tell and the window we
want to open on to the school,” said Collier. “If
we had to pick of all the things that Bates does,
some are like other liberal arts schools, some are
like every college, what is it about Bates that is
distinctive. The first thing that people are going
to have a chance to look at is a draft of what that
distinctiveness is. The next step is then how we
organize that and how we present it.”
Surprisingly, the redesign of the homepage is
affecting other schools. During conversations with
colleagues at Cornell University, Collier discovered
that both schools had similar interests in making
the online experience more “usable, personable,
customizable and institution-wide.” Other schools
have expressed an interest in collaboration, but
Collier feels that Bates is ahead of the curve.
“Bates is unlike other schools in that people all
work together. There is not that sense of differ¬
ent schools and different departments having their
own communications or their own website. Here
everyone is part of the big picture, so, in some
ways, larger schools that have many strong sub¬
departments are actually looking to us and have
been asking us and following what we’re doing
because we’re envisioning something that is more
whole.... There is a whole Bates experience that
they don’t necessarily have.”
Ethan D. Magoon recently transferred from
Career Services to become the Online Media Pro¬
ducer and second full-time employee to focus on
the new homepage. Magoon will be responsible
for working on the homepage as well as depart¬
ment, office and news pages in the future.
“So this is just the first phase or the first step
in bringing the whole website up to date,” ex¬
plained Collier.
The listening sessions and other information
about the new website are available at www.
batesmedia.net.

Complete 2009 Budget Committee Allocations
Below is the complete Budget Committee allocations proposed and announced yesterday. The Representative Assembly must ratify the budget for it to be final. The RA is
expected to vote on the budget at its meeting next Monday.
For the 2008-2009 year, the Budget Committee allocated $335,808.88 to these organizations. Clubs requested $570,909.63 for the 2009-2010 year. Of these requests, the
budget committee allocated a total of $268,021.94. Not listed below are clubs whose budgets are part of the fixed cost allocations controlled by the Dean of Students Office.
Club
AFRICANA CLUB

2008-2009
Allocation
$250.00

Requested
2009-2010
$671.00

2009-2010
Allocation

Cut vs.
Last Year

Club

$250.00

0.0%

2008-2009
Allocation

Requested
2009-2010

2009-2010
Allocation

Cut vs.
Last Year

LATINOS UNIDOS

$2,250.00

$3,990.00

$1,900.00

15.6%

AMANDLA

$2,309.00

$5,905.86

$1,850.00

19.9%

LIBERTARIANS

$1,000.00

$250.00

$250.00

75.0%

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

$750.00

n/a

$450.00

40.0%

MANIC OPTIMISTS

$4,500.00

$7,520.00

$1,000.00

77.8%

$750.00

$6,800.00

$700.00

6.7%

ANIME CLUB

n/a

$500.00

$250.00

n/a

MARTIAL ARTS CLUB

AVIATORS

$450.00

n/a

$250.00

44.4%

MEN’S LACROSSE CLUB

$1,400.00

n/a

$840.00

40.0%

BADMINTON CLUB

$250.00

0.0%

MERIMANDERS

$1,000.00

$7,748.60

$800.00

20.0%

$425.00

$250.00

BAHA’I ASSOCIATION

???

???

???

???

MIRROR

???

???

???

???

BALLROOM SOCIETY

$8,000.00

$14,504.00

$6,500.00

18.8%

MOCK TRIAL TEAM

$3,100.00

$6,184.00

$2,900.00

6.5%

$2,700.00

$6,700.00

$2,500.00

7.4%

/

BATES BUDDIES

$250.00

n/a

$250.00

0.0%

MODEL UNITED NATIONS CLUB

BATES BUILDING HOUSES

$500.00

n/a

$250.00

50.0%

MODERN DANCE CLUB

$700.00

$4,900.00

$500

28.6%

$7,250.00

$5,750.00

$2,600.00

64.1%

BATES CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

$3,250.00

$3,750.00

$2,500.00

23.1%

MUSHAHADA ASSOCIATION (Muslim Students)

BATES COLLEGE TELEVISION NETWORK
(BCTV)

$3,000.00

$2,949.95

$800.00

73.3%

MUSICIANS UNION

$9,000.00

$3,656.00

$3,000.00

66.7%

$3,250.00

n/a

$1,950.00

40.0%

BATES EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

$4,132.00

$12,527.00

$5,000.00

-21.0%

NEW WORLD COALITION (Students for Social
Justice)

BATES OUTING CLUB

$30,000.00

$37,389.95

$25,000.00

16.7%

NORTHFIELD

$700.00

$950.00

$250.00

64.3%

BOOK CLUB

$350.00

n/a

$250.00

28.6%

OUTfront

$3,500.00

$5,775.00

$3,200.00

8.6%

$250.00

n/a

CATHOLIC STUDENT COMMUNITY

$4,250.00

$10,650.00

$2,400.00

43.5%

PAINTBALL CLUB

$250.00

0.0%

CHASE HALL COMMITTEE

$97,485.00

$135,500.00

$80,000.00

17.9%

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

$2,250.00

$3,200.00

$725.00

67.8%

$465.00

n/a

$250.00

46.2%

CHESS CLUB

$250.00

n/a

$250.00

0.0%

PHYSICS SOCIETY

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE ORGANIZATION

???

???

$250.00

???

PSYCHOLOGY CLUB

$2,280.00

$4,000.00

$800.00

64.9%

CINEMATOGRAPHY CLUB

$1,81500

n/a

$500.00

72.5%

PUBLIC ART CLUB

$1,000.00

n/a

$500.00

50.0%

CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

???

???

$???

???

PUBLIC JOURNAL

$450.00

n/a

$250.00

44.4%

COMPETITIVE SKI CLUB

$9,250.00

n/a

$5,400.00

41.6%

REPUBLICANS

$3,000.00

$9,270.00

$2,700.00

10.0%

$3,200.00

$6,180.00

$3,000.00

6.3%

CRICKET CLUB

$250.00

n/a

$250.00

0.0%

ROBINSON PLAYERS

CROSSTONES

$6,030.00

$5,100.00

$2,200.00

63.5%

SANGAI ASIA

$5,000.00

$6,400.00

$4,000.00

20.0%

CYCLING CLUB

$4,750.00

$6,015.00

$2,500.00

47.4%

SCUBA SOCIETY

???

???

???

???

DEANSMEN

$3,734.90

n/a

$2,240.94.00

40.0%

SECULAR STUDENTS ALLIANCE

$1,200.00

$1,250.00

$900.00

25.0%

DEMOCRATS

$4,430.00

$6,950.00

$3,300.00

25.5%

SEED

$8,250.00

$11,254.00

$9,300.00

-12.7%

DHARMA SOCIETY

$1,500.00

$800.00

$350.00

76.7%

SHOOTING ASSOCIATION

$1,690.00

$2,938.25

$600.00

64.5%

DISCORDIANS

$1,250.00

$2,710.00

$1,000.00

20.0%

SKYDIVERS

$1,000.00

$-

$0.00

100.0%

ENERGY ACTION MOVEMENT

$4,591.00

n/a

$2,760.00

39.9%

SNOWBOARDING CLUB

$1,050.00

n/a

$600.00

42.9%

ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION

$900.00

$600.00

$600.00

33.3%

???

???

???

$1,400.00

$2,254.00

$1,300.00

SOCIETY OF WOMEN IN MATH AND SCI¬
ENCES (SWIMS)

???

EQUESTRIAN TEAM

7.1%

FENCING CLUB

$750.00

$1,000.00

$600.00

20.0%

STEP CLUB (pending approval)

n/a

$3,924.63

$650.00

n/a

FILMBOARD

$14,760.00

$14,229.00

$10,766.00

27.1%

FISHING CLUB
FRANCOPHONE CLUB
FREEWILL FOLK SOCIETY

$2,500.00
$1,200.00
$5,000.00

$17,837.00
$1,41500
$8,750.00

$700.00
$350.00
$4,000.00

70.8%
20.0%

$1,000.00

$-

$0.00

100.0%

GERMAN CLUB

$500.00

n/a

$2,504.00

50.0%

HEALTH SCIENCES SOCIETY (Club Med)

$$250.00

$5,800.00
n/a

$250.00
$250.00

n/a
0.0%

HELICASE

$750.00

$1,765.00

$500.00

33.3%

HILLEL

$11,000.00

$15,211.00

$7,500.00

31.8%

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS ADVOCACY GROUP

$1,000.00

$1,400.00

$500.00

50.0%

INTERNATIONAL CLUB
INVESTMENT CLUB

$4,250.00
$1,000.00

$4,382.00
$1,700.00

$3,700.00
$250.00

75.0%

$732.98

n/a

$400.00

45.4%

JUGGLING CLUB

$1,100.00

$2,255.00

$600.00

45.5%

KITE SURFING CLUB

$2,340.00

$-

$0.00

100.0%

$375.00

$500.00

$250.00

n/a

$250.00

???

$2,345.00

$4,578.39

$1,000.00

57.4%

STUDENTS AGAINST POVERTY

$250.00

$690.00

$500.00

-100.0%

STUDENTS FOR JUSTICE IN PALESTINE

$3,979.00

$7,610.00

$2,800.00

29.6%

TABLE TENNIS

$250.00

n/a

$250.00

0.0%

TAIKO CLUB

$790.00

$3,080.00

$1,040.00

-31.6%

TAKE NOTE

$300.00

n/a

$250.00

16.7%

ULTIMATE FRISBEE CLUB

$4,000.00

$6,370.00

$4,500.00

-12.5%

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOC.

???

???

???

???

VIDEO GAME CLUB

???

???

???

???

VOLLEYBALL CLUB

$1,250.00

$1,299.00

$1,000.00

20.0%

WATER SKIING

$3,075.00

$3,523.00

$2,350.00

23.6%

WITHIN REACH

$250.00

$-

$0.00

100.0%

WOMEN OF COLOR

$-

$250.00

$250.00

n/a

WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER

$250.00

$1,544.00

$900.00

-260.0%

WOODSMEN CLUB

$3,000.00

$5,409.00

$2,000.00

33.3%

WRBC 91.5 FM

$21,300.00

$102,470.00

$24,000.00

-12.7%

12.9%

ITALIAN CLUB

KNIT-WITS CLUB

???

72.0%

GARNET

GOLF ASSOCIATION

STORY TELLING CLUB
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

33.3%
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Trivia Night Budget Committee Forced to
Make Significant Cuts
Challenges
Bates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

coisttinued from page i
throat. Eventually, she demonstrated all
three.
Others followed the same sexual
theme: one group brought in a digital cam¬
era with a photo of a team member with
another woman’s nipple in her mouth, but
the photo was disqualified because it did
not happen at the radio station.
Another team sent two girls to the
station with a 15-inch dildo. One of the
pair attempted to fit the massive rubber
penis in her mouth, but she could not
get past the tip.
“Who has that in their room?”
asked WRBC board member Anthony
Timberman ’09.
Taking the challenge in another di¬
rection, John Borchert ’ll rushed into
the studio, picked up a bottle of TexasPete hot sauce and chugged the bottle
down in under 25 seconds — feat that
only netted John’s team only 10 points.
In an annual challenge, WRBC asked
teams to send over two members for a
competition to be announced at the sta¬
tion - phone your parents to find out
when and where they lost their virginity.
The first student to call her parents
was told it was “none of her business”
and was hung up on.
The recent advent of Google has
forced WRBC to change the nature of
the trivia.
“It’s too easy to just type the ques¬
tion into Google and instantly get the
answer in the first few pages," said Ray.
Instead of a simple one part answer
that people might happen to know,
the radio station opted for multi-part
questions that require contestants to re¬
search multiple things.
For instance, the first question in Nel¬
son Harris’ hour-long set was “What time
do the ski lifts close in January in the
Prince of Wales’ favorite alpine ski resort.”
Some teams reported a new perfor¬
mance enhancer - the iPhone applica¬
tion Shazam, which can be held up to a
radio to identify the artist.

of non-attendance might be explained
in part by the lack of an updated club
leaders list and thus miscommunication
regarding scheduling.
President of the Bates Musicians
Union Grif Peterson noted a “glaring
flaw” in the Budget Committee’s ab¬
sence penalty policy.
“The BMU would actually have re¬
ceived more funding if we had skipped
the hearing, a 40 percent drop from last
year’s budget would have yielded us
$5,400 — $1,744 more than what we
had requested and $2,400 more than
our now projected budget for next year,”
said Peterson. “It’s absurd to base this
coming 'year’s budget on last year’s al¬
locations with no accountability for the
actual status of the club in 2009-10, and
this clearly creates a large loophole. Any
club aiming for a budget substantially
lower than their previous year’s can and
will simply skip the hearing process.”
The BCSG Treasurer argued that the
ability of certain student organizations,
who feel they have been undercut, to
apply for grievance funds, a portion of
the student activities fund’s fixed costs,
is cause for optimism. The allocation of
grievance-based compensation is deter¬
mined primarily by the Vice President
of Financial Planning and drawn from
a $4,950 reserve pool. Additionally,
clubs that failed to attend the hearings
on Sunday have been given a chance
to meet with the Budget Committee on
Thursday to renegotiate their funding,
though at least some measure of pen¬

alty is inevitable, according to Baily.
Despite the complexity of this year’s
fiscal operations, BCSG president Dan¬
ny Gimbel TO announced great admira¬
tion for the Budget Committee’s resolve.
“David demonstrated the due diligence
that one would expect from a Treasurer,
remaining organized and responsibly
open to questions and criticism. The
entire [Budget] Committee did a great
job” said Gimbel.
Others were less comfortable with
the results of the committee’s delibera¬
tions. EMS, which received only $5,000,
expressed concern that it would be un¬
able to operate effectively with such
meager funding.
“The problem is that we have to
cut our training and vehicle budgets.
To remain an approved EMS organiza¬
tion, we need to host a certain number
of training sessions per year to uphold
both our state license and our individu¬
al EMT licenses,” said Chief of EMS Meg
Curran ’ll.
Further, Curran explained, EMS is re¬
quired by the state at all times to main¬
tain its capacity to shuttle various medi¬
cal materials and instruments around
campus. With the current budget, it is
unclear that the medical response team
can cover the cost of a rental van in the
event of a vehicular glitch.
EMS remains optimistic, but “is just
hoping to get more money” according
to Curran. Many other student organi¬
zations have echoed these sentiments
and look forward to the coming period
of budget reconfiguration in hopes of
more favorable financial conditions.

-\

This Week in Bates History...
ALEXANDRA KELLY
STAFF WRITER

1885
Listed as “Wanted” in The Student: “A very small basket to hold
contributions from the students. One hundred new subscribers.
Three feet less snow on the campus. Something else but interest
in base-ball. Less noise from the band during study hours. A
little more elbow room in the German recitation room.”
1927
The Student’s social column reported on the success of the
off-campus sophomore girls’ “poverty party” where “the guests
and hostesses played games in their humbly-decorated quar¬
ters—there were candles in milk-bottles and evergreen in tomato
cans.” A Bates dean was in attendance but unable to stay long
enough to see the play, “Ann’s Butler.” A prize was awarded for
the most poverty-stricken appearance.
1939
A nation-wide poll taken by Student Opinion Surveys of
America revealed that 93 percent of the country’s 1.5 million col¬
lege students believe that a blood test before marriage to detect
syphilis should be required by law. “The significance of this sur¬
vey,” The Student reported, “is seen in bold relief when it is con¬
sidered that college youth forms a group on the eve of marriage,
an important part of the population that is vitally concerned with
its own immediate future.”

(Top) Members of the winning team, “The Big Skadoosh,” celebrate just after dawn in New Commons. (2nd from top) WRBC DJ
and officers and the remaining trivia night teams parade loudly down Alumni walk at 7:00 a.m. Saturday morning. (3rd from
top) Teams filtered into the studio to present their physical challenges. (Bottom) John Borchert '12 downs a bottle of TexasPete
hot sauce as part of the “Blank in Your Mouth” physical challenge.

1962
The Women’s Student Government Board voted in favor of
extending co-ed dining to weeknights.
College President Charles F. Phillips was appointed a Public
Governor of the American Stock Exchange.

-----V

Bates College Security Daily Crime Logs
0"

Date and Time
Reported

Location

Liquor Laws Violation

3(^/q$jfe:0T.Jt.m.

Chase Hall

Theft/Larceny

3/1/09 at 11:00 p.m.

Chase Hall,;coat room

'Tieft/Larceny

3/1/09 5:31 p.m.

Page Hall,
common room

Theft from Buildings
( not burlgary)

3/4/09 9:00 p.m.

Community Center

Dorm Damage

7'3/5/09 7:30 a.m.\

Wilson House

3/6/09

Chase Hall,
bathroom ground floor

3/7/09 8:56 p.m.

Outside Underhill Arena

Incident

,

Criminal Mischief .
Criminal Mischief

1988
The Equality in the Curriculum Committee, a group of stu¬
dents and faculty members, advocated for the institution of a
women’s studies and a minorities’ studies program. Data col¬
lected by the committee showed that Bates was the only one
of 18 colleges, including Colby, Bowdoin, Trinity, Williams and
Wesleyan, to not have a women’s studies program. An editorial
from Jyotika Vazirani ’91 pointed out that “because Bates sells
itself on the basis of being an ‘equal opportunity school’ the lack
of course offerings in these particular areas creates a contradic¬
tion in principles.”

<_^

Lewiston Police Department Crime Log
Incident Report Statistics
Between 27 February and 6 March at 7:00 p.m.
the Lewiston Police Department responded to
661 calls for service. Of those calls, 199 of them
were Motor Vehicle Stops.
Accidents: 65
Disorderly Disturbances: 27
Domestic Disputes: 15
Arrests: 49

Criminal Mischief
•A vehicle parked at 5 Wood St. had three tires
slashed overnight 27-28 Feb.
•A vehicle parked at 35 Wood St. was keyed
prior to 4:30 p.m. on 27 Feb.
•An apartment at 101 Birch St. had a window
smashed out of it on 28 Feb.
•A vehicle parked at 42 Walnut St. on 1 Mar. had
a rear window smashed out by a juvenile wear¬

ing a black hoodie and light blue jeans. : /'•
•A vehicle parked on Chestnyl St. Garage had a
window smashed out .of it sometime between 9
p.m. on 2 Mar. and 5 a.m. on 3 Mar.

•An apartment at 117 Pierce St. was burglar¬
ized over the weekend 27 Feb. - 2 Mar. A coffee
maker and digital camera were stolen.

MV Burglaries
Thefts
•A backpack was stolen from a student at
Community Hall at 136 Central Ave. sometime
between 9 p.m. on 26 Feb. and 12 a.m. on 28
Feb. /
•An employee of Tri Country at 1155 Lisbon St.
had her laptop computer stolen from her desk
sometime overnight 4- 5 Mar.

Burglaries
• A snowblower was stolen from a shed at Le¬
ver’s Daycare at 50 Malison Way sometime be¬
tween 23 Feb. and 2 Mar.

•A vehicle parked at Dave's Auto at 1420 Lisbon
St. was burglarized sometime over the weekend
27 Feb. - 2 Mar., a car stereo was taken from in¬
side, entry was gained by breaking a window.
•A vehicle parked at 9 Merton Blvdi was bur¬
glarized overnight on 27 Feb., the vehicle had
been left unlocked, a TomTom GPSs was taken
from inside.
ilEr

Operating Under the Influence
•Carl Michelson (64) Feb. 27 at 6:56 p.m. on the
Maine Turnpike
•Kathy Ray (47) Feb. 27 at 9:10 p.m. at 347 Lis¬
bon St.

•Antonio Gagne (47) on Feb. 28 at 12:58 a.m.
Maine St/Sabattus St.
•Paul McClain (39) on Feb. 28 at 12:41 a.m.
69 Sabattus St.
•David Ouelette (43) on Mar. 1 at 12:50 a.m.
Bates St./Maine St.
•Marie Fleming (50) on Mar. 5 at 12:08 a.m.
Sabattus St./Grove St.

at
at
at
at

Robbery

•Christopher Davis (19) and Joshua Cyr (19)
were arrested for Class A Robbery on Mar. 3
at 11:57 a.m. after a purse snatching that oc¬
curred in front of 80 Walnut St. The victim was
a 73-year-old female and her purse was taken.
She was not injured and the purse and contents
were returned to her after Officer Jacques lo¬
cated the suspects’ vehicle at Horton St./Walnut
St.

+
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Wednesday, March 11
Portuguese Table
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
New Commons 116

Mini-Medical School Series:
“Current Child/Adolescent
Public Health Issues”
6:30
Pettengill 162
Come find out how current data
collection methods at the Maine
Center for Disease Control (CDC)
are used to identify priority issues.

Chinese Table
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 131

Anxiety and Depression:
Info Session
with Luke Douglas
7:00 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

Knit Wits
7:30
Frye Street Union

Career Services
Drop-in
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
New Commons 130

Bates Students Against
Poverty Meeting
8:30 p.m
Pettengill G50

Bottled water is riddled with en¬
vironmental ills: its production is
more energy intensive, local econo¬
mies often see litde financial return
from private bottlers, and it can de¬
plete the public aquifer. Take back
the tap!

Helicase Meeting
9 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Carnegie 429

Men’s Lacrosse
vs. Western New England
4 p.m.
I Campus Ave. Astroturf Fieldl

French Table
5 p.m.- 7 p.m.
New Commons
131

Writing Speaker, Sheila Dean
4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Skelton Lounge

BCTV Meeting
6 p.m. - 7 p.m
New Commons 226

221

Latinos Unidos Meeting
6 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center

Bates Investment Club
7:30 p.m.
Pettengill G10

Bates Christian Fellowship
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall - Hirasawa Lounge

Environment Maine Eat ’N Greet
11:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.
New Commons 130

Darwin at 200:
Lecture by Shelia Dean
6:00 p.m. /Chase Hall Lounge

Earth Conversations
4:30 p.m.
Harward Center

Sparta Lecture
4:15 p.m.
Pettengill G52

Village Club Series
9 p.m.- 11 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

Civic Forum: “Global Warming:
Fighting Against It, Living With It”
7:30 p.m. / Old Commons

Hillel Meeting
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 211

Bates
Democrats
Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
New
Commons

Outing Club Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Alumni Gym basement

Jerusalem: East Side Story
6:00 p.m.
Pettigrew 301
hosted by Students for Peace and Justice in Palestine

Thursday. March 12

Juggling Practice
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Skelton Lounge

Clarias

Speaker: Bill McKibben, environmental journalist and scholar-inresidence in Environmental Studies at Middlebury College

y, March 13

Alcesds

“U.S. Policy In the
Middle East and the
New Obama Admin¬
istration: Change or
More of the Same”

ELL (English Language
Learning) Table
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
New Commons 226

Politics Conference
4:15 p.m.

Shabbat with Hillel
5:45 p.m.
Frye Street Union

Pettengill G52

Gannett Theater
Student Lunch with
Sylvia Hurtado
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Skelton Lounge

Gamelan Spring Concert
8 p.m.
Olin Arts Center

Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Williams
12 p.m.
Astroturf Field
Campus Ave.

Filmboard Presents:
Quantum of Solace
7 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Olin 104

7:30 p.m.

y, March 14

Alcesds
7:30 p.m.
Gannett Theater

Take Back the Tap:
Bottle Out Day
take the test 5:30 - 7:30
New Commons

Hamentashen Baking
in honor of Purim
4 p.m.
Multicultural Center

International Club
Coffee House
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge

Freewill Folk Social Contradance
8 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge
“Denmark’s Renewable
Energy Island”:
Lecture by Soren Hermansen
2:45 p.m.

£undav, "M
j '

Pettengill G52

15

Filmboard Presents:
Quanmm of Solace
2:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.
Olin 104

Dead Celebrity Party
10 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

Filmboard Presents
Quantum of Solace
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Olin 104

Alcesds
7:30 p.m. /Gannett Theater

“Come have a night of unending fun, I
[while partying as your favorite celeb of I
[yesteryear. Dress up as a celebrity who I
I has left this life!”

Bus to Sugarloaf
leaves at 8 a.m.

Quaker Meeting
9:30 a.m.
161 Wood Street

Monday. March 16
“The Universe”
Video Showing
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Carnegie Science 204
“The Universe” is a TV series that discusses
the wonders and mysteries of our ever ex¬
panding universe. It combines science and
history in an exciting, enlightening docu¬
mentary. Come join the Society of Physics
Students in a weekly showing of different
episodes.

Tuesday, March 1
Lunch and Learn Info Session
B-Well Program
Healthy Eating Presentation with
Judy Donnelly
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge
Based out of Human Resources, the B-Well pro¬
gram promotes an array of wellness-related activi¬
ties and programs to employees of Bates College.

Housing Lottery
Class of 2011
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge

International Club
Meeting
5 p.m.
New Commons 131

Bates Book Club
9 p.m. -10 p.m.
Hirasawa Lounge
BCSG Meeting
7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
New Commons 221
Spanish Table
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 226

Housing Lottery
Class of 2010
3 p.m.
Chase Hall
Lounge

Extraordinist
Craig Karges
9 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

Crosstones Concert with
The Brown Derbies
10 p.m.
Old Commons

IM Broomball
Tournament
12 p.m.
Lake Andrews
(the Puddle)

New World
Coalition Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Ill Bardwell Street

Here’s your opportunity to play
ice hockey without needing skates
or any other equipment! Regis¬
ter your team on the IM website:
www.bates.edu/IM for a chance to
play on the last day of ice!

Fiction Reading:
Samantha Hunt
4:15 p.m.
Chase Hall,
Skelton Lounge

Want to advertise an
event on this calendar?

Hunt’s short fiction has
appeared in the New
Yorker and McSweeney’s.
She recently received the
first-ever “5 under 35”
award from the National
Book Foundation.

E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with title,
time, place and a brief description.
Submissions are due the Sunday
prior to publication by 6 p.m.

+
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“Alcestis” Opens with Three Sold-Out Shows

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Senior Thomas Wesson (left) plays Admetos, the King of Thessaly, who struggles with the impend-

Senior Kevin Chambers (left) makes his debut in a main stage production as Hercules. Above, Hercules

ing death of his wife Alcestis, played by junior Marielle Vigneau-Britt (right).

spars playfully with his attendant first-year Sam Schliepman, who is pretending to be a lion.

ZOE ROSENTHAL
STAFF WRITER

During its opening weekend, the department of theater and
rhetoric performed to sold-out crowds at each presentation of
the spring main stage production, “Alcestis.” The play, which was
originally performed as an Athenian tragedy, as written by ancient
Greek playwright Euripides, lent itself particularly well to the con¬
straints presented by the small space allowed in Gannet Theater.
In conjunction with a more traditional set design, highlighted by
large pillars and a marble-like floor design, this version of “Alces¬
tis,” which was a modem interpretation written by playwright Ted
Hughes, allowed for exceptionally inventive costuming choices.
As a partial fulfillment of the requirements for an honors thesis
in theater, Alicia Oas ’09 designed the costumes for Alcestis, which
proved to be one of the most enjoyable components of the produc¬
tion. Director Martin Andrucki, theater department chair, said that
he chose to perform “Alcestis” not only to align it with what was
being taught in his dramatic literature course on classical theater
but as a challenge to Oas’ design project as well. This challenge
proved to be one that Oas clearly welcomed.
While it was somewhat difficult to draw a clear cohesiveness
between each character’s costumes, individually they brought visu¬
al excitement to what could have easily otherwise been a dry pre¬
sentation. Oas’ talent in costume design was particularly evident

with the original idea to present the old age inclusion of a chorus
within “Alcestis” through physical features embedded within the
costumes, creating characterized outfits with widened hips, hunch¬
backs and alarmingly large stomachs. The five actors who made
up the chorus clearly embraced this added embellishment on their
characters, utilizing the physical traits appropriately. Also notable
was the costume design of Pheres, performed by Ru Hasanov ’09,
which humorously looked similar to an aging Dave Navarro of
Jane’s Addiction, as well as the more somber choice of contrasting
the colors of Alcestis’ gown before and after her death.
Ultimately, the production was faced with the possibility of
having its showcase of acting talent upstaged by Oas’ illumi¬
nating designs. Yet, even within the intimate space of Gannet
Theater, the cast’s performance remained engaging. Faced with
the task of realistically portraying Admetos, the King of Thessaly
struggling with the impending death of his wife, Thomas Wes¬
son ’09 began his performance of this emotional nightmare with
a depiction of such grief that it brought him visibly near tears.
However, periods during the performance seemed to leave the
audience searching for more of a noticeable investment in the
actual gravity of the circumstances.
Marielle Vigneau-Britt TO portrayed Admetos’ wife, and the title
role, Alcestis, with a wealth of emotional appeal but failed to truly
convey what one would assume to be the outward ailments or
fearfulness of a dying woman. Yet, it was Caroline Servat TO who

hoed Movk Listings

offered the greatest investment in the reality of the situation in her
role as the maid in Admetos’ palace. Servat exhibited the most
intricate reactions through her facial expressions even when stand¬
ing solemnly in a corner of the stage while simultaneously having
a boisterous stage presence.
Making his main stage debut at Bates, Kevin Chambers TO
presented the character of Hercules with an effective balance of
comic relief and dramatic excitement. While it appeared at first
that Chambers’ performance relied on his immense physicality for
what it lacked in vocal delivery, this changed after the climactic
scene of the production. Seemingly infused with accumulated
energy, Chambers concluded the performance with the audi¬
ence fully invested in each word he spoke and every movement
he made, which included exhibitions of Hercules’ mythological
strength and aggression.
Additionally, the production featured an original score com¬
posed and conducted by George MacDonald TO and performed by
Hannah Buckley T2, Chris Ray TO and Alex Iyer ’ll. This musical
accompaniment helped to further illuminate the intimacy of “Alces¬
tis,” as the musicians were placed directly behind the audience.
“Alcestis” will also be performed this upcoming weekend on
March 13th and 14th at 7:30 p.m., as well as a Sunday matinee
performance on March 15th at 2:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
in advance at www.batestickets.com. Tickets are free to Bates stu¬
dents with IDs.

Best in Style: Bra

Flagship Ctoews Lewiston
Tuesday March 10, 2009
Fired Up (lhr, 40min, PG-13): 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
Friday the 13th (lhr, 45min, R): 9:35pm
Gran Torino (2hr, 5min, R): 4:05, 9:20
He’s Just Not That Into You (2hr, 15min, PG-13): 1:05, 6:40
Hotel for Dogs (lhr, 50min, PG): 1:10pm
Madea Goes to Jail (lhr, 55min, PG-13): 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:40
Milk (2hr, 20min, R): 12:55, 4:00, 6:45
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (lhr, 40min, PG ): 1:20, 4:15, 7:05, 9:05
Slumdog Millionaire (2hr, 15min, R): 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25
Taken (lhr, 45min, PG-13): 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9T0
Watchmen (2hr, 50min, R): 12:45, 1:25, 3:45, 4:30, 6:50, 7:35, 9:50
Wrestler, The (2hr, 5min, R): 3:55, 7:00, 9:30

Wednesday March 11, 2009
Fired Up (lhr, 40min, PG-13): 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
Friday the 13th (lhr, 45min, R): 9:35pm
Gran Torino (2hr, 5min, R): 4:05, 9:20
He’s Just Not That Into You (2hr, 15min, PG-13): 1:05, 6:40
Hotel for Dogs (lhr, 50min, PG-13): 1:10pm
Madea Goes to Jail (lhr, 55min, PG-13): 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:40
Milk (2hr, 20min, R): 12:55, 4:00, 6:45
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (lhr, 40min, PG): 1:20, 4:15, 7:05, 9:05
Slumdog Millionaire (2hr, 15min, R): 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25
Taken (lhr, 45min, PG-13): 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:10
Watchmen (2hr, 50min, R): 12:45, 1:25, 3:45, 4:30, 6:50, 7:35, 9:50
Wrestler, The (2hr, 5min, R): 3:55, 7:00, 9:30

Thursday March 12, 2009
Fired Up (lhr, 40min, PG-13): TOO, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
Friday the 13th (lhr, 45min, R): 9:35pm
Gran Torino (2hr, 5min, R): 4:05, 9:20
He’s Just Not That Into You (2hr, 15min, PG-13): 1:05, 6:40
Hotel for Dogs (lhr, 50min, PG): 1:10pm
Madea Goes to Jail (lhr, 55min, PG-13): 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:40
Milk (2hr, 20min, R): 12:55, 4:00, 6:45
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (lhr, 40min, PG): 1:20, 4:15, 7:05, 9:05
Slumdog Millionaire (2hr, 15min, R): 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25
Taken (lhr, 45min, PG-13): 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9T0
Watchmen (2hr, 50min, R): 12:45, 1:25, 3:45, 4:30, 6:50, 7:35, 9:50
Wrestler, The (2hr, 5min, R): 3:55, 7:00, 9:30

CHARLIE THAXTON
, STAFF WRITER

Bradley Gee - a first-year student.
Page Hall resident and poteritlal envi¬
ronmental studies major - has, distinct
notions of style. Gee, who has
to Bates from San Francisco, pbsgfv
■dh^ espouses the vivid regionalism a
pnrpridtedfyvithin fashion fnd style
at Bates. Gee's style has a Vompli
mentary and reflective dualism: up¬
right, preppy and Starched lives
alongside functional, worh work
clothing in relative harmony
within Brad’s closet.
Gee spoke of one
ment of particular Impor
tance in his wardrobe: a
gray, crewneck sweat¬
shirt featuring several
howling sea mam¬
mals and the words
'*
“Protect Our “Re-"
sources?’ -One
would expect
the
slogan
and image
at a bouti(yte^223eizing the recent
trend
toward
graphics, but” the
sweatshirt ts actually!
■:W
unique and authentic.
“I got this on a school field
trip To Ario Nuevo Reserve. There
(were)-a lot of these (sea mammals]
sitting around, some were birth¬
ing, even,” he said.
'
~ „• Ano Nuevo is a site of attraction
for the northern elephant seal. Gee
has a passion for ecology, natural history
ancfanimal life. The field trip inspired his
intefest in biology and environmental
Studies. His interest in the natural world
* and his city of origin prove that Gee con¬
siders, where his wardrobe comes from.
Wm very much into the Americanmade, stq/dy garments,” Gee said.
The dramatic change in scenery

CHARLIE THAXT

lias afforded Gee' a unique opportunity
to import the sunny, colorful and sharp
'garments of his northern: California
home and discover the muted, utilitarian
clothing of Maine. His talfBrown hunt¬
ing boots are now a staple jn his ward¬
robe, alongside the evemcsent olive
green jacket. Gee doesn't agonize over
choices, employing -s|veral diflfer••nt styles at once. Outfit unity
is not of vital importance,
rather comfort and function
serve as hig guiding prinHoWeyer. Gee does
a soiftfwhat rigid
policy
“You’ve jfot to
have a couple of dirf^
ones,” Gee said. In¬
deed, Gee is equal¬
ly able to pull off
worn, white Vans
sneakers and irjiy
maculately ^ neat
boating Shoes. Mis
numerous caps,
including
the
prize 49ers and
Giants hats,
can frequent¬
ly be seen
atop
choice
sweaters, simple
Spi
shirts,
jerseys
f4
(one displays his
high school's name,
the other, a large, pur¬
ple San Francisco Minibus)
or graceful collared pastels.
Gee brings an attitude
of adaptation, discovery and
arrangement to his clothing
choices. He serves a uniquely
dynamic middle ground between East
coast and West coast American fashion.
Despite being from across the country,
Gee has not let his easy going Califor¬
nian attitude go to the wayside. When
his roommate accidentally bore a hole
through one of his shirts by leaving it
atop a floor lamp, Gee was only disap¬
pointed at the loss of the shirt’s utility,
one less layer of warmth in the wintry
Maine months.
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TAMARA WYZANSKI
SEX COLUMNIST

About 54 min¬
utes away from
Bates off of Exit 113 on 95-North to¬
ward Augusta is Grand View Topless
Coffee Shop located in Vasselboro,
Maine. I’d say more, but I imagine it
is pretty self-explanatory. Ever since
the initial Boston Globe article was
published in December 2008 about
the possibility of this coffee shop

signage to attract customers, bright
yellow paint on the outside of the
building, pick-up trucks in the park¬
ing lot and easy accessibility from
the main road. I immediately began
interviewing after we got out of the
car. Two men in their mid-twenties
were leaving with goofy grins on their
faces. I explained the article. After
making fun of how Colby sucks (they

TAMARA WYZANSKI/ THE BATES STUDENT

Residents in Vasselboro, Maine have mixed views on Grandview Coffee Shop. The
topless coffee shop has received coverage from The Boston Globe, and David
Letterman will visit Grandview in the coming weeks.

opening, I thought, “I have to go
there.” So on a warm, spring-like Sat¬
urday morning while most of campus
was taking advantage of the good ski
powder, Emma Pedrin ’09 and I drove
to Grand View.
Naturally, we ended up lost and
had to ask three different people for
directions. We didn’t know the ex¬
act name so we asked, “Excuse me,
do you know where um...I know this
sounds sketch... the topless coffee
shop is?” One person replied, “Are
you trying to work there?” Another
woman said she was opposed. Finally
the mail man gave us perfect direc¬
tions with the clarification, “But I have
never been there.”
The place looks like a motel: bold

were from Waterville), I asked them
more about their weekly (yes, week¬
ly) visits for the, um, coffee.
The two men, Travor Kervin and
Joey Doucette (yes, we are now MySpace friends), are single and admitted
that they don’t go for the food. In
fact, Grand View has yet to produce
a menu. Perhaps one of their next
items will be breast milk? The boys
explained that, while the town was
pretty divided on whether or not the
topless coffee shop should open in
the first place (hence the controver¬
sial articles in the Boston Globe), they
are pleased and will be back next Sat¬
urday sometime between 6 a.m. and
6 p.m., which are Grand View’s daily
hours.

Sugarloaf Sing and Ski

After presenting our Ver¬
mont and Massachusetts IDs (18 was
the minimum age) and making note
of the signs which said “No Touching”
(darn!), Emma and I proceeded to ex¬
plain the article to the waitresses and
one male waiter who were, as we sus¬
pected, topless. They were extremely
friendly, eager and excited to speak
with us.
First we spoke with Krista Macintyre, age 28. She has long blonde hair
which (if need be) could cover her
nipples. Lucky for her, that is not nec¬
essary. Macintyre explained that her
down-to-earth family, which has nine
children, said, “Go for it!” and support¬
ed her decision to work at Grand View
as opposed to the Shop & Save super
market where she was a meat sheer.
It turns out she prefers to be the
meat. Macintyre raved about her great
tips, the cordial and appropriate cus¬
tomers who never harass her and how
in this economy you “gotta do what
you gotta do.” For Macintyre, working
at Grand View is classy and the coffee
shop proves to be an open-minded en¬
vironment. David Letterman is coming
to visit in a few weeks.
The coffee shop owner has even
interviewed a 300-pound woman to
work there. It is true; the girls look
real. No fake breasts, no liposuction
scars...okay, fine, they do go to the
tanning bed twice a week. Even the
one male waiter does too!
Graham Kent, single, 33 years old
and hailing from Litchfield, Maine, is
the only male waiter. He enjoys his
job at Grand View. He is writing a
book on 9/11, which will mostly likely
be entitled “The 9/11 Code,” question¬
ing the possibility of a Bush adminis¬
tration conspiracy in causing the Twin
Towers to fall. Kent uses his job for
publicity in papers like this one (so
buy his book, okay?).
He started working at Grand View
because he asked if he, as a customer,
could take off his shirt. The waitress
said yes, he took of his shirt, they real¬
ized he had a six pack, and were like
“Yo, want a job?” Kent tells the tale of
serendipity with delight: “It was like yes¬
terday I was shoveling snow for some
lesbians and today I am working here!”
While shoveling never required
waxed eyebrows, shaved chest hair or

SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

In an effort to enjoy what many hope will be one of this winter’s last snow
falls, many students headed out to the slopes this past weekend. Those at
Sugarloaf on Saturday were met with a melodious surprise as they headed off
to ski or snowboard serenaded by the sounds of Bates’ co-ed a cappella group,
The Crosstones.
While Saturday’s warm, sunny weatne, produced icy trails and unfavorable
skiing conditions, it did provide the ideal concert atmosphere. The Crosstones
were able to ameliorate disgruntled patrons with their undeniable vocal skill,
stationing themselves near the Super Quad chair lift for their first set of songs.
Despite the struggle to be heard over the mechanical clamor of the lift, the Cros¬
stones received much applause, undoubtedly adding another element of amuse¬
ment to the typical winter athletics.
After their performance outdoors, the Crosstones moved inside the lounge
to perform for a crowd of about 200 taking a break from their outdoor activities.
The group also made their way to Sugarloafs daycare center, indulging the musi¬
cal tastes of toddlers with their rendition of Old McDonald. Although the crowd
of shy children posed quite a challenge for the singers who tried desperately to
invoke animal noises, they claim the performance to be the day’s best.
The concert provided the perfect opportunity for the group to test out new
songs before introducing them on campus. It was a gig made possible by senior
Sadie White’s mother, Marcia White, Sugarloafs director of children’s services.
“We’re always looking for opportunities to sing off campus, as they give our
group and school great exposure. We had a bunch of people ask us where we
were from, and a few that had never heard of Bates. It’s always great to spread
the word about our college,” said Crosstones president Tyler Infelise ’09.
This Friday The Crosstones will perform alongside the Brown Derbies, an
all-male a cappella group from Brown University. The performance will be held
in Old Commons at 10 p.m., pending blue slip approval, so be on the lookout
for announces and flyers for an update and catch up with the Crosstones this
weekend for their latest musical renditions.
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The staff members at Grandview openly discussed their work at the coffee shop.
They are happy with the work atmosphere and feel respected by their customers.

right way” - to put food on the table
and to gain publicity for his book,
which he hopes will be a bestseller.
Jen Gagon, age 19, is a Husson Col¬
lege student who was looking to make
some extra cash on the weekends. Turns
out, she is the one who gets to treat her
friends to dinner now. Her tips (which
she flaunts in her white shorts) beat any
income you can get from the Ladd Li¬
brary Reference Desk job. While her
mom is disappointed, Gagon continues

somewhat scandalous, employment
opportunity. While I imagine (and re¬
ally hope) this won’t be the case, and
the job is not ideal for me personally,
I respect the decisions of the people
who choose to work at Grand View.
While Obama continues to slave over
the stimulus package in Washington,
these stimulating Grand View employ¬
ees found a way to put money in their
pockets now.

Daniel Craig Redefining Bond
HILLARY FINK
STAFF WRITER

The Crosstones performed at Sugarloaf last Saturday to raise money for their
upcoming April Break tour in California. Friday, the group will sing with The Brown
Derbies of Brown University in Old Commons at 10 p.m.

to work.
Emma and I left after tak¬
ing photos with the Kent, Gag¬
on, Macintyre and an¬
other waitress with
an Energizer Bunny
tattoo on her arm.
The owner was
unavailable for ques¬
tions due to too much
paperwork and a recent
interview overload from
local and national newspa¬
per publications.
My concluding state¬
ments, however, are that the
environment is friendly, pro¬
fessional and entertaining. As
a senior, I don’t have a job, and
if I can’t find one, perhaps I will
resort to a well-paying, although

tan¬
ning
booths,
Kent
seemed pretty satis¬
fied with the closedwindowed
restau¬
rant (so the public
couldn’t see in) as
opposed to cal¬
loused
hands
and a sore back
from shovel¬
ing duty. And
as he stated,
it pays bet¬
ter in these
economic
times, and
he is “using
his sexuality in the

When I was in middle school, my
dad decided that, as a form of family
bonding, we would watch the entire
James Bond catalog in order. I rememIter being surprised by how cheesy the
series was. While movies like “Thunderball” and “Goldfinger” certainly
have their moments, for the most part
the early Bond films seem like a vehicle
for Sean Connery to sleep with Iteautifi.il women with suggestive names and
make witty quips, with the plot added
as an afterthought.
While Connery managed to make
this work, the subsequent Bonds be¬
came more and more like a caricature
of the original, and the movies be¬
came dated and stale. In the late '90s,
Pierce Brosnan, who was certainly
suave enough for the part, was stuck
with plots that seemed ludicrous and
out of touch, and though the franchise
still was seen as a money-making ma¬
chine, younger viewers were far more
into the Bond video games than the
movies themselves.
“Casino Royale,” the first film star¬
ring Daniel Craig, completely changed
the direction of the series for the bet¬
ter, and “Quantum of Solace” follows
in this vein. Craig’s Bond has the same
charm and talent with women as the
original, but with a grit that none of the
other actors had channeled. Craig por¬
trays Bond like a real, damaged person
with a past and human motivations.
His fresh approach to the role has com¬
pletely revived the franchise.
“Quantum” starts immediately
where “Casino Royale” left off. Bond
has just lost Vesper Lynd, the woman
he truly loved who then betrayed him
by working as a double agent. Under¬
standing their relationship is crucial
to understanding the film, as this loss
changes Craig's Bond permanently. In
“Quantum,” Bond finds a female equal
in Camille, played by Olga Kurylenko,
and the two travel across the globe in
an effort to thwart Dominic Green, a

cleverly named environmentalist who
is plotting to control natural resources
in Bolivia. Luckily for director Marc
Forster, people tend to choose Bond
movies for the action over the plot,
which is crucial because this plot is mot
particularly noteworthy or engaging.
“Quantum of Solace" is the most
expensive Bond movie to date, and
this is apparent in every scene. Direc¬
tor Marc Forster is clearly aiming for a
very stylized, sleek look. This can be
seen in everything from the minimal¬
ist gadgets to the muted colors. This
new incarnation of Bond is heavily
influenced by the Bourne films, mak¬

ing for a faster-paced movie with more
action. The film opens, as the previous
erne had, with an epic chase seen in
which Bond proves to be an expert at
parkour. Such modern elements help
make “Quantum” more relevant than
previous Bond films. “Quantum” does
not fall into the typical Bond stereo¬
type nor is it a regular action movie,
which widens its appeal to fans of both
genres and beyond'.
“Quantum of Solace” will play in
Olin 104 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. on
Friday, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday,
and 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Sunday,
courtesy of the Filmboard.

JAMES BOND***,
‘Quantum of Solace
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with the impact that simple statements
ZOE ROSENTHAL
held. To each person who approached
STAFF WRITER
the microphone, Warren responded,
“Thank you for sharing your secret.”
“Hi. My name is Frank and I collect
The event was the brainchild of stu¬
secrets,” said a plainly dressed middledent coordinator Becca Chacko TO who
aged man to a crowd of close to 900 at¬
became inspired to bring “The Most Trust¬
tentive listeners Monday evening in the
ed Stranger in America” to Bates after
Lewiston Middle School Auditorium. The
years of reading the PostSecret website,
unassuming speaker was Frank Warren,
and noticing that creator Frank Warren
creator of the PostSecret ongoing commu¬
lectured at other colleges and universities
nity art project, which challenges people
across the country, but none in Maine, or
across the world to anonymously put
in nearby Massachusetts. In an effort to
their secrets on the back of postcards and
offer this unique experience to the Bates
send them in the mail. Each Sunday, War¬
community, Chacko decided to approach
ren chooses several of the secrets to post
the Office of Multifaith Chaplaincy with
on his blog, http://postsecret.com, from
the hopes that Warren’s lecture would
the estimated one thousand received on
qualify to be an Andrews Lecture. The
a weekly basis.
Andrews Lecture was established in 1975
While a secret is that which most
as a memorial to former Bates faculty
would commonly define as the unspoken,
member Bertha May Bell Andrews.
Warren’s lecture exposed a brand new
The lectureship provided some of
dialogue on personal sharing, the topical¬ , the funding for the program, while fund¬
ity of which he pinpointed with reference
ing was also received from various other
to the emergence of social networking
Bates student clubs and organizations.
websites and the greater world of cy¬
Sponsored by the Multifaith Chaplaincy,
berspace. The mantra, “Free your secrets
the lecture was co-sponsored by the de¬
and become who you are,” which Warren
partments of psychology, sociology and
used to conclude his talk, seemed to be
education, as well as the Harward Center
the theme of the evening, focusing on the
for Community Partnerships and the Col¬
empowering results that have stemmed
lege Lectures Committee.
from what was begun as a simple, limited
In conjunction with the lecture, the
community art initiative.
Bates PostSecret Project was created to al¬
Warren stressed throughout the eve¬
low Warren’s talk to evolve into something
ning the sorrowing statement that, “Sui¬
that the entire Bates community could be
cide is America’s secret,” noting that main¬
a part of. The Bates PostSecret project in¬
stream media covers crime and murder vited all Bates students, faculty, and staff
every day yet fails to address the preva¬
to create their own postcards to be anony¬
lence of suicide across the nation. A for¬
mously displayed as an art exhibit in the
mer volunteer for the National Suicide
Fireplace Lounge in New Commons. Ini¬
Prevention Hotline, Warren utilized the
tially, Chacko stated, people were reluctant
growing popularity of PostSecret to raise
to share their “regret, fear, betrayal, desire,
money for the organization, soliciting do¬
confession or childhood humiliation,” and
nations from the website.
although postcards began to be accepted
One segment of the lecture was com¬
on a Monday morning, few were received
posed of a slideshow of the secrets that
at all until Friday of the same week. How¬
were banned from the published collec¬
ever, once the art display went up, Chacko
tions of PostSecret postcards. Although
hypothesized that more people became
most of these secrets were shielded from
willing to add their own postcard since
the public eye due to copyright issues,
they were ensured that their secret would
Warren used this display as a means of not be alone in its exposure.
exhibiting the distinction he made be¬
Describing her own postcard mak¬
tween the two types of secrets - “those
ing experience as “cathartic,” Chacko
that are kept from others and those that
touched upon the poignancy of the
are kept from ourselves”.
Bates PostSecret project explaining that,
Ultimately, Warren’s discussion con¬
“the fact that [Bates] is such a small
cluded with an “uncensored conversation
community... makes you realize that
about secrets,” during which audience
you probably know at least one person
members were invited to share their se¬
[who created a postcard on display].”
crets, general thoughts, and questions
The exhibit in the Fireplace Lounge ig¬
within this public arena. The most inter¬
nited mixed opinions from the student
active and moving component of the en¬
body, ranging from those who found it
tire evening, confessions ranged from the
exciting and intriguing, to those who
dark and somber to the light-hearted an¬
thought that it was an inappropriate ap¬
ecdotes, often leaving listeners overcome
peal to voyeurism.
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Clarias Sure to Charm College Crowd
KELLY COX
STAFF WRITER

The band Clarias will perform for
the Village Club Series, Thursday at
nine p.m. in the Benjamin Mays Center.
Clarias’ book agent Jacob Maddaus de¬
scribed their sound as “a mix of Coldplay and The Eagles.” Clarias’ sound has
been reverberating in Northeastern bars,
colleges and universities since 2005, as
they try to make it big. The unique style
of each band member blends together to
create a sound that incorporates classic
rock elements with a variety of contem¬
porary influences.
All of the members of Clarias attended
college in Boston, Mass. Many have been
in previous bands. They found each other
through word of mouth. Electric guitarist
Damian Gates of Clarias is a former mem¬
ber of Coast To Coast, a band including
Gates’ brother on the drums.
Mike Giordano, a Bostonian, sings
vocals and plays the acoustic guitar for
the band. Giordano first picked up the
guitar when he was 18 years old. His suc¬
cess with Clarias is a shining example of
how it is never too late to flourish in a
new talent.
Drummer Jordan Lipp handles the
percussions and vocals. Lipp has enriched
numerous Boston-based bands with his
talent and is a former member of the
jazz-fusion band Jive Turkey. Lipp plays a
large repertoire of percussion instruments
including the zendrum, a MIDI controller
that generates synthesized drums by tap¬
ping the pads on its wooden panel.
Clarias keyboardist Steve Giles also
rocks the organ and sings back-up vocals.
Giles moved from Boise, ID to Boston
to attend Berklee College of Music and
has studied with experts like pianist Del
Parkinson of Julliard. He has won sev¬
eral awards and tokens of recognition in
Boise. Giles has performed at numerous
jazz festivals and has played with the New
York Voices.
Ben Andrews rocks the electric guitar
and sings back-up vocals in Clarias. Bom

\

in Orange County, CA, Andrews also
moved to Boston in 2000 to attend Berk¬
lee College of Music, from which he ulti¬
mately dropped out. In later years, Berklee
hired Andrews to come back and teach a
class with Mike Manigini, a drummer vir¬
tuoso who held the record for three out
of four World’s Fastest Drummer records.
Ben Andrews has also played with Miller,
Beasley and Ferrante of the Yellowjackets,
a group of session players who share a
deep affinity for jazz.
Clarias has opened for Nickelback and
Bon Jovi at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro,
Mass. The band has also performed at the
Ben & Jerry’s Free Cone Day last year and
at Middlebury College last December.
Underrated Magazine raved that
Clarias has “a distinct sound, nostalgic
of an intimate concert from the 1970’s
rock and roll with today’s college rock
sounds.” This New York-based magazine
also commented that “there seems to be
something that sets Clarias apart...Per¬
haps it’s a sign of a musical revolution,
returning to its roots.”
Guitarist Mike Giordano relayed that
Clarias will be releasing a new album in
upcoming months that takes their mu¬
sic in a different direction. When asked
which animal Clarias’ music would em¬
body if transformed into a species, Gior¬
dano said “A llama; [they] appear like they
know what’s going on, but you never
know if they have a handle; they’re mys¬
terious creatures.”
Although the band did not choose
their name because of the genus of airbreathing catfish that can survive for
some time on land, Clarias’ music is un¬
doubtedly lively. This group of young,
good-looking musicians can entertain a
variety of audiences and deeply enjoys
their own music.
“We just absolutely love what we
do! You take [material] from something
you’ve written, create a song and share
it with others. It’s the most creative job,”
exclaimed Giordano.
To listen to their music and get more
information, visit www.ClariasMusic.com.
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Natural Island:
Unnaturally Unpleasant
LAURA BAUGHMAN
RESTAURANT CRITIC

ELIZABETH ROWLEY
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Three billion people, almost half
the world’s population, live on less than
$2 a day. Half of humanity is struggling.
Something needs to change.
Some of Bates’ student bands
jammed for the cause last Thursday
night at the benefit concert hosted by
Bates Students Against Poverty. The
concert was held from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.
in Old Commons.
The success of the event is a testa¬
ment to the efforts of Bates Students
Against Poverty, a club founded this
year by Irene Wood ’09 and Stephen
Nunes ’ll. Bates Students Against Pov¬
erty also worked recently to organize
the hunger banquet.
“These events were to raise aware¬
ness and to also introduce ourselves as
a club to Bates campus,” commented
Kelly Cox ’ll, member of BSAP and or¬
ganizer of the benefit concert. Proceeds

from the concert went towards OXFAM
and St. Mary’s METCO program, an or¬
ganization that provides wheelchairs,
crutches and canes for those in need.
“The METCO program was a good
idea because it helped out our immedi¬
ate community and provided Bates an¬
other way to connect to the Lewiston/
Auburn area,” said Cox.
The event showcased .five stu¬
dent bands, Shashi Shankar, Funkbone
Strumpet, the Time Travelers, Shara, and
the Lynwood James Band, all of whom
played with feeling and enthusiasm.
The audience was engaged and
danced with purpose as the bands
played. Lights from the base of the
stage shone brightly, illuminating the
musicians in the large, dark room
and creating an intimate atmosphere
perfectly suited for the occasion. The
former cafeteria was filled with stellar
sound as, one by one, bands gave it
their all.
“I thought the bands that played

were wonderful, they rocked my socks
off. It was great. Some of the bands
even approached me wanting to play
for the concert because they were
touched by the cause. It was great that
students were conscious of the issue of
poverty and wanted to contribute,” said
Cox.
BSAP has made great efforts this
year to call attention on campus to the
global problem of poverty. In addition
to club members, others rose to the oc¬
casion to lend a hand.
“There were a lot of people not in¬
volved in BSAP who helped out with
sound and set-up,” mentioned Cox, “par¬
ticularly Alex Hernandez ’09, Edward
Sturtevant ’ll and Andrew Wilcox ’ll.”
The concert was free to students,
but the club raised $335 by posting
donation boxes around campus. “As
college kids, we can’t all give much
money,” said Cox. “So we give what we
have, and the bands that played gave
their music.”

A fairly new addition to down¬
town Lewiston is Natural Island, a
Chinese restaurant. Located within
walking distance from campus, I’ve
wanted to check out what the un¬
usual eatery - which appears to be
housed in a converted colonial - has
to offer for months. Unable to find
any information about the place on
the internet, I decided to see for my¬
self if it actually was a “natural is¬
land” in Lewiston’s ocean of Chinese
restaurants, where food is often lad¬
en with grease and MSG.
Upon entering the restaurant, I
immediately got the impression that
something was off. Besides a few pa¬
trons waiting for take-out, the place
was completely deserted. After seat¬
ing ourselves, my dining companion
and I were furnished with paper take¬
out menus. It became obvious that
Natural Island is actually a take-out
restaurant with a dining area that is a
mere afterthought.
I was impressed by the restaurant
menu’s combo options, which offer
diners a huge number of choices at
very low prices. Besides the combos,
the menu offered the standard Ameri¬
canized Chinese fare, with a small
“healthy” section containing choices
like steamed shrimp and vegetables.
I began my meal with hot and sour
soup, which was' full of tofu and veg¬
gies but not nearly spicy enough. I was
also perplexed by the three-inch-long
strips of vegetables in the soup, which
made eating it a challenging and rather

unattractive task. I was initially put off
by my entree of chicken egg foo yung,
a type of Chinese omelet, because it
was grossly overloaded with glutinouslooking gravy - the majority of which
I had to scrape off to make the dish
palatable. After this adjustment, how¬
ever, I was delighted with the light yet
flavorful omelets, which were full1 of
vegetables and tender chicken.
Next up was a combo plate of
General Tso’s chicken, crab rangoons,
beef teriyaki and pork fried rice. I was
immediately horrified to see that the
beef teriyaki had been breaded and
deep fried, which effectively turned a
normally delicious skewer into a piece
of crusty leather. The General Tso’s
chicken was mediocre, with a thin
sauce from which the dish’s signature
tiny, fiery red peppers were missing.
The pork fried rice was unspectacular
but yummy, and the crab rangoons
were delicious stand-outs.
Natural Island is very inexpensive;
my dining companion and I got a lot
of food for around $15. However, I
would have gladly paid a bit more to
dine at a restaurant with better service.
During my meal, the server would dis¬
appear for an irritatingly long time,
and although I ordered my soup as an
appetizer, it was delivered to our table
at the same time as the entrees.
Unfortunately, this eatery adds
nothing new or exciting to L/A’s al¬
ready saturated Chinese restaurant
scene. The next time you feel the need
to hoof it from campus to satisfy a
craving for Asian food, head across the
street from Natural Island to Thai Jarearn Express, a much better choice for
food from the Far East.
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Five Batesies Prepare to Ski at NCAAs
BETH TAYLOR

STAFF WRITER
Riding shotgun in a van full of skiers
en route to a morning workout on Satur¬
day, I couldn’t help but notice the new
addition to the traffic light on Main Street
in Auburn: a giant black banner flapping
in the wind, advertising the imminent ar¬
rival of 148 of the best collegiate skiers
in the country. The black banner, bearing
the NCAA logo and announcing the dates
and venues of the upcoming champion¬
ship races, is reproduced small-scale all
over campus: pinned to bulletin boards,
taped to classroom doors, adorning
dorm windows and decorating the nap¬
kin dispensers in Commons. Though the
banner comes untied and blows down
day after day, it is always re-hung. If you
haven’t gotten the message yet, Bates is
hosting NCAAs.
Not only are we hosting, we are se¬
riously representing. This year, Bates is
sending three Nordic skiers and two al¬
pine skiers - the biggest cdntingent in
several years. Senior Captain Sylvan Ellefson, fellow senior Sam Evans-Brown and
sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger will be
competing in the Nordic races while senior
Co-Captain Liz Thompson and sophomore
Micaela Holland will be racing on the al¬
pine side.
Competing at NCAAs means some¬
thing different to each individual. For Ellefson, this is his fourth trip to Nationals and
it means “an opportunity to capitalize on
four years of collegiate racing and go out
in fashion on [his] home course.”
Evans-Brown, a first-time qualifier, de¬
scribes his qualification for the champion¬
ships as “the best possible culmination to
four years of collegiate skiing.”
In contrast to her male teammates,
sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger did
not set competing at NCAAs as a goal at
the beginning of the season. In fact, the
possibility of qualifying never crossed
her mind until a friend showed her the
points standings online, showing Rup¬
pertsberger ranked 12th in the East.
Nonetheless, Ruppertsberger characteris¬
tically refused to settle for the 12th posi¬
tion, and with two top-six performances
in the last three carnivals, she secured
the ninth-place ranking. ’
“I was psyched when I found out that
I was on the edge,” said Ruppertsberger. “I
realized I had to work even harder.”
Ruppertsberger certainly wasn’t think¬
ing about NCAAs when she decided ski¬
ing would be the best way to stay in
shape during her freshman year of high
school. After two years of racing the New
Hampshire high school circuit, she joined
her local club team for an opportunity
to check out the more competitive New
England scene.
“I knew I wanted to ski in college, but
I didn’t even really know what that meant,”
said Ruppertsberger of her decision to take
her skiing to a higher level.
Similarly, Evans-Brown reluctantly
joined the ski team at the request of his
brother - his ploy to have enough people
for a full high school squad.
“I never really took it seriously,” he
admitted, “until senior year when I had
a crush on a girl who was a good skier.
That’s when I really got into it.”
Regardless of their mindsets at the out¬
set of their skiing careers, all five skiers put
an incredible amount of energy and effort
into their sport. Each athlete took a differ¬
ent route to get where they stand now.
Ellefson attributes his success to “patience,
rest and hours of training with some of my
best friends.” Ruppertsberger, on the other
hand, took some time off this summer. For
her, positive thoughts are the key to rac¬
ing well.
Ellefson’s hours of training this sum¬
mer not only positioned him as of one
of the top-ranked skiers in the East but
also put some hair on his chest. Literally.
“I just started growing chest hair this sum¬
mer,” he said proudly. Christened “The
Phoenix,” Ellefson’s chest hair appears to
be one of his most cherished accomplish¬
ments. Evidently, he sets high goals for
himself. In fact, though not all will admit
to it, the five athletes have high aspira¬
tions for themselves, both in general and
for the coming championships.
“If I could put in two top-10 races I
would be satisfied.. .but satisfaction only
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Clockwise from top left: Co-Captain Liz Thompson ’09, Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll, Captain Sylvan Ellefson ’09, Sam Evans-Brown 09 and Micaela Holland ’ll.
goes so far,” said Ellefson cryptically.
Evans-Brown, always the team player,
is hoping to win back some NCAA quali¬
fier slots for the East. The number of skiers
allowed to compete from each region is
decided each year based on their perfor¬
mance over the past several years, and de¬
spite some standout performances in these
years, the lower ranked Eastern skiers have
caused their region to lose valuable spots.
“I want to do my part,” said
Evans-Brown.
Not sure what to expect, Ruppertsbeiger isn’t worrying about results.

“I know NCAAs is incredibly competi¬
tive and as a newcomer to it, I don’t really
have a concept of where I fall. I just want
to race best for me,” she said.
Both Nordic and alpine skiers are look¬
ing forward to competing on their home
courses. Having had a rough few weeks,
the alpiners are hoping a course that they
know well will give them the edge they
need to get out there and tear it up. Ellef¬
son and Evans-Brown were enthusiastic
about their home turf.
“I can’t wait,” said Ellefson.
“I’ve never had a bad race at Rumford,”

agreed Evans-Brown.
For Ellefson, Evans-Brown and
Thompson, this is their last NCAAs. De¬
spite the end of three magnificent careers,
“my life will always involve siding,” says
Evans-Brown.
Ellefson, in turn, is planning to continue
skiing professionally with the U.S. Ski Team
and the 2014 Winter Olympics in Socchi,
Russia as the ultimate goals.
In the meantime, the skiers plan to
spend the next week at the Grand Summit
Hotel in Bethel, previewing the race cours¬
es, resting, hydrating and getting psyched.

At this point, the training is behind them.
Their job for the next week, as Ellefson puts
it, is to “rest the body before the big show.”
Ruppertsberger will most likely spend
her “rest” time catching up on work for her
biology major. Or for a little variety, she
might cut her teammates’ hair - a special
talent of hers. Evans-Brown may spend his
week off from school remedying one of
his greatest regrets in life: that he has not
learned how to play an instrument or read
music. He calls it a “serious character flaw.”
Ellefson, of course, will be hard at work,
grooming the Phoenix.

People Must Care to Make WBC a Credible Event
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

For Seng’s goals to become reality, a lot
of things need to happen. The World Cup
is as successful as it is because it is the pin¬
nacle of the sport.
If one were to approach Zinedine Zi¬
dane in his favorite bistro and ask him if
he would rather win a Champion’s League
Final or the World Cup, he would prob¬
ably set aside his glass of merlot, spit out
the piece of baguette he was chewing and
emphatically place his noggin squarely in
your abdomen.
Conversely, if you think Matt Stairs
would ever consider trading his 2008 World
Series ring for a WBC Championship, you
are out of your god damn mind. Players,
never mind fans, simply don’t care enough
about the WBC to make it worthwhile.
Take a look at the United States’ roster
for the 2009 tournament. Where is Chase

Utley? Lance Berkman? Matt Holiday? Josh
Hamilton? Ryan Howard’ Grady Sizemore?
Where is the wealth of American pitch¬
ing? Roy Halladay, CC Sabathia, Tim Lincecum, Cole Hamels, Dan Haren and Bran¬
don Webb are remarkably absent from
Team USA’s roster.
Any Chicago Northsider will be
quick to let you know that Ted Lilly had
a pretty decent year for the Cubs in 2008,
going 17-9 with a 4.09 ERA. But wouldn’t
we rather omit Lilly froth Team USA in
favor of the reigning National League Cy
Young winner?
At age 24, Lincecum went 18-5 with a
2.65 ERA and struck out 265 batters in 227
innings - the most in the Major Leagues.
We can’t say it’s all about the Benjamins
for Lincecum either. He is making a paltry
$650,000 in 2009. Our man needs to talk to
Barack Obama, or maybe Brian Cashman. I
hearthe^<arehanding^uufreeimone^iii>>^_

As the game’s inventor, in a nation that
claims baseball as its national pastime and
boasts the mast legitimate professional base¬
ball league in the world, the United States
should win the WBC every year. Until the
game of baseball becomes an international
sensation like soccer, I refuse to believe that
the United States would so much as lose a
game with a roster of our best players. And,
no, I do not classify Mark DeRosa or Joe
Bisenius (both members of the 2009 Team
U.S.A.) as among America’s elite.
How can the WBC succeed without the
best and brightest stars in the game? Can
one imagine Fernando Torres or Christiano
Ronaldo opting to abstain from the World
Cup for any reason, much less to prepare
for their upcoming club season?
The Netherlands’ first-round upset
of the Dominican Republic on Saturday
should have marked a major storyline, not
only in the WBC, but also in the world of

sports. Instead, it felt a little like a NESCAC
athletic contest, like Conn. College beating
Middlebury in lacrosse: unexpected, but
who really cares? Sorry, Camels. I don’t.
Keep on humpin’.
International sport literally has all the
potential in the world. The athletes are pro¬
fessional caliber, but the game is still ama¬
teur. Nations unite, civil wars go on hold
and socioeconomic divisions blur (often
along with one’s vision) over frosty bever¬
ages at the local tavern.
The effects of a successful international
tournament on a country are immense. The
healing powers are perhaps unprecedented.
But they are equally grandiose and medici¬
nal for the event’s participants.
The United States’ Dream Team for’
basketball took some of the wealthiest,
and certainly some of the most spoiled,
men in the world and made them want
to win for free. The Dream Team want-

ed to win for their country.
Yes, there were certainly some egos in¬
volved, wanting to win for the sake of win¬
ning, but if you listen to Lebron James talk
about playing for his country or watch clips
of Dwayne Wade draped in an American
flag after winning the gold medal, you just
kind of get it.
If it can work for basketball, it can work
for baseball. Soccer is the world’s game and
basketball is rapidly expanding in popu¬
larity. But baseball too has found a large
fan base, particularly in South and Central
America and East Asia.
Already in the brief history of the tour¬
nament, it seems fair to label the WBC a
success. But in order for the tournament
to transcend the world of sports - as does
the World Cup - players, fans, coaches and
countries need to start caring.
The World Baseball Classic is a great
ideaHtisnot^e^a^eatevOTLi<<|i>>_|><i<|_iBi
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Mark Andrews Named Student Athlete of Month
KATIE BASH
assistant sports editor

The Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee (SAAC) is an organization
headed by Athletic Director Kevin
McHugh and consists of a number
of representatives of varsity sports.
The committee meets once a month
with the mission of “promoting and
maintaining among the Bates Col¬
lege intercollegiate student-athletes
good sportsmanship, academic ex¬
cellence and involvement in the
campus and local community.”
Each month the committee nomi¬
nates one student-athlete who has
shown excellence in the classroom
and in their sport to receive the
honors of “Student-Athlete of the
Month." Recipients are recognized
on the committee’s website and now
in The Bates Student.
March’s honors go to Mark An¬
drews ’09 from the swimming, and
diving team. Andrews’ coach, Pe¬
ter Casares, nominated him for the
award. Andrews is a Spanish major

and a Russian Minor.
“I try to spend as much time
as possible using both languages
on campus,” wrote Andrews in
an e-mail.
While studying abroad in Equa¬
torial Guinea - the only Spanish¬
speaking country in Africa - An¬
drews met a young writer named
Cesar Mba Abogo.
“[He] introduced me to his
country’s literature,” wrote An¬
drews, “and I got a Barlow grant
to go back last December to inter¬
view writers in Malabo, the capital.
I decided to write my thesis on the
literature of Malabo to get an in¬
country perspective on the writing
from E.G. (much of it is produced
outside of the country because of
the political climate).”
“After spending a year abroad it
would have been terribly easy for
[Andrews] to either not return at
all or simply go through the mo¬
tions with the built-in excuse of ‘too
much time away,”’ wrote Casares
in his nomination of Andrews. “He

chose neither - which is no surprise
when you look at what he has ac¬
complished academically over just
the last few months.”
But what about his athletic ac¬
complishments?
“In the pool, Mark has been
nothing short of phenomenal," wrote
Casares in his nomination. “We are
lucky that Mark’s passion towards
academics, research and Spanish are
equaled every day on the pool deck
with his teammates and his training.
No one on the team would dare say.
they work harder. No one would
dare say they care more about the
program. His love for the team and
his desire to improve and be com¬
petitive is unquestionable. It is that
attitude and character that makes the
swimming and diving program bet¬
ter each day he steps on our deck.
And the best part is he is always do¬
ing it with a smile.”
“It was a little tough getting
back into swimming after a year and
a half break,” admitted Andrews.
“But it was a lot of fun, especially

with such a large freshmen class to
make things new and interesting. I
was extremely happy to have Pete
[Casares] as my coach for my last
year. He taught me a lot and every¬
thing finally came together this year
at NESCACs.”
At NESCACs, Andrews teamed
up with first-years Nathaniel De¬
pew and Matt Lipoff and junior
Jake MacNaughton to break the
school record in the 800-yard free¬
style relay. Their time of 7:09.05
broke the previous mark of 7:11.04
set in 2001.
As if that weren’t enough, An¬
drews played the role of Shere Khan
(the mean tiger) in the Jungle Book
as a first-year, worked at a Russian
summer camp outside of Moscow
last summer, and has a radio show.
You can find more information
about past and current student-ath¬
letes of the month as well as other
aspects of SAAC on the committee’s
website, which can be accessed
from the Athletics homepage section
of the Bates website.

Men’s
Tennis
Ranked 21st
in Country
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

Men’s tennis defeated MIT 7-2 last
Friday in a non-conference match in
Cambridge, Mass.
Ben Stein ’09, Amrit Rupasinghe
TO, Maxwell Berger TO, Michael Re¬
iss TO and Ryan Mannelly TO de¬
feated their Engineer opponents in
singles. In doubles, Berger/Mannelly
and Zach Fenno ’10/Jeffrey Beaton
T2 were successful.
Currently ranked 21st in the na¬
tion, the victory improves the Bob¬
cats’ record to 2-0 this spring.
Bates will host Babson' College on
Mar. 12 at 4 p.m.

Women’s Tennis Summits Mt. Holyoke

Women’s Track 14th at ECACS
weight throw with a toss of 54’7.5”.
The mark was her best throw of the
season. The day before, Duncan took
second in the shot put with a heave
Led by senior Co-Captain Izzy Al¬
exander and junior throwing stand¬
of 42T1.75”.
Alexander, first-year Tina Tobin,
out Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan, the
women’s track team finished 14th sophomore Dana Lindauer and senior
Co-Captain Jen Marino placed 10th
out of 51 teams at the Eastern Col¬
out of 20 teams in the 4x400m relay.
legiate Athletic Conference Division
Marino also placed eighth of
III Indoor Championships over the
24 in the triple jump with a leap
weekend. Bates earned 23 points in
of 36’8.5”.
the meet.
The NCAA Division III Indoor
Alexander ran the 500m in 1:17.53,
Championships will take place at the
earning her second place in the event.
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
She finished almost two seconds be¬
in Terre Haute, Ind. on Mar. 14-15.
hind the event’s winner.
Duncan also reached the podi¬ ' Duncan and Alexander both qualified
and will compete.
um on Saturday, placing third in the
MAC KING

MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s Track Finishes
24th of 50 at ECACs
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Co-Captain Jerome Ben¬
nett and first-year Sam Goldstein’s
personal best performances in the
pole vault got the men’s track team
off to an exciting start at the Eastern
Collegiate Athletic Conference Divi¬
sion III Championships (ECACs) this
past weekend.
Both men recorded top heights
of 14’11”, placing Bennett fifth and
Goldstein in a tie for eighth. The two
are now tied for the third-best per¬
formance in the vault on the team’s
all-time performance list. They also
scored the first points of the weekend
for the Bobcats, as the event kicked
off the meet. By the end of the day
on Saturday, the Bobcats would boast
11.5 points, placing them 29th out of
the 50 teams in the competition.
Other highlights from the meet

included a sixth-place finish in the
4x800m relay as senior Co-Captain Mi¬
chael Watson, sophomore Joe Musso
and first-years Peter Corcoran and
Troy Calandra finished in a collective
time of 8:03.56.
Sophomore miler Tom Esponnette
came in eighth with a time of 4:22.89
and junior thrower Mark Liu also fin¬
ished eighth in the weight throw with
a toss of 50’8.25”.
The distance medley relay team
of Watson, sophomore sprinter Ryan
Quinn, Corcoran and Esponnette
notched their best time of the season
as they ran 10:12.29 and narrowly
missed the NCAA Division III qualify¬
ing time for Nationals.
The team’s season is now com¬
plete. Nationals will take place next
weekend. The Bobcats will start train¬
ing for their spring season which be¬
gins with the Snowflake Classic meet
at Tufts on Mar. 28.
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First-year Erika Blauth serves the ball to her Lyon opponent while first-year partner Brooke Morse-Karzen plays at the net.
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Mt. Holyoke? More like Mt. Holychoke. While the Lyons’ performance
perhaps cannot be classified as chok¬
ing as they were not expected to win
in the first place, on Saturday afternoon
Bates’ women’s tennis team dismantled
Mt. Holyoke College by a score of 8-1.
The Bobcats swept all three doubles

BOBCAT

Echoing Manter’s thoughts, senior
alpine Co-Captain Emily Sampson re¬
alized that there is a lot more beyond
the Lycra suits, sunglasses and count¬
less hours of what alpine skiers deem
miserable training.
“It was so much fun because
we really saw what all the training
is for,” said Sampson. “It still looks
miserably painful, but from a spec¬
tator’s point of view, the mass start
was incredibly exciting.”
If you have not seen the post¬
ers, announce e-mails and Facebook
events, this is my last ditch effort to
rally the troops and garner some sup¬
port for seniors Sam Evans-Brown,
Sylvan Ellefson and Liz Thompson
along with sophomores Natalie Rupperstberger and Micaela Holland.
You have all seen Sylvan’s name
throughout Bates’ athletics pamphlets,
calendars and the school’s website.
He became a first-time All-American
following his incredible fourth-place
finish at last year’s NCAA Champion¬
ships in Bozeman, Montana; however,
his athletic accolades extend beyond
this one race. He has been a mem¬
ber of the All-East team for three of
his four years and has piled up three
carnival wins, three second places and
too many top-10 finishes to count.
If you do not know him, I recom¬
mend you introduce yourself, because
his million-dollar smile, Colorado
drawl and larger-than-life personality
will likely make your day.
But really, all sentimental stuff
aside, if you have constantly won¬

Val Beckwith

relations/courtesy photo

+

won 6-4, 6-1. Anderson won at number
three, 6-1, 4-6, 6-4. Morse-Karzen beat
her opponent 6-1, 6-3, playing from the
four spot. Blauth cruised to a 6-1, 6-0
win and Guillver won 6-4, 6-1. Only
Piacquad lost her singles match, falling
6-4, 6-7(6), 6-1.
The Bobcats move to 2-2 on the sea¬
son. They face their first NESCAC op¬
ponent, Middlebury College, on Sunday
Mar. 15 at 2 p.m.

If You Aren’t Satisfied, I Will Buy You McDonalds
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA

points in the competition with stellar
play from all positions. Senior Captain
Caryn Benisch and junior Alex Piacquad
defeated their Lyon rivals by a score of
8-2, playing at number-one doubles.
First-years Brooke Morse-Karzen and
Erika Blauth won 8-1 at number two,
while first-year Meg Anderson and ju¬
nior Jean Gulliver won 8-2 from the
number-three spot.
In number-one singles, Benisch

Basketball season
is over, but senior
Cap tain Val Beckwith is
still receiving accolades
for her play. Last week,
conference coaches
named Beckwith the
NESCAC Player of the
Year, and the Maine
Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association
named her the Maine
Player
of the Year.
J
Beckwith also received
All-NESCAC honors
for the third year in a
row.
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dered what Sylvan does to be the
face of Bates Athletics, then I en¬
courage you to set your alarm for
8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning and
drive 45 minutes to Rumford, ME to
watch the final race of the 2009 Divi¬
sion I NCAA Skiing Championships
- a 20k mass start for men and 15k
mass start for women.
“Having friends and Bates faculty
and students at these races is, on a
.smaller scale, like tailgating before
March Madness,” said Ellefson. “This is
the Division I National Skiing Champi¬
onships; it doesn’t get any bigger than
this for collegiate skiing.”
While Ellefson and I do not have
the authority to condone any sort of
behavior, having a large, loud and
supportive crowd would bring a new
level of enthusiasm to these races.
Prior to his departure on Sunday,
my friend, teammate and roommate
expressed his desire to see familiar
faces at his final collegiate race.
“To have my collegiate skiing ca¬
reer end with Bates hosting NCAA
Championships is the best way it could
possibly end,” said Ellefson. “I want
people at both races, but if they are
going to choose one, the mass start
is definitely better for the fans. I want
people to come and get loud and wild
and just have a great time.”
If you can get out of class on
Wednesday or Friday, make the onehour trek to Sunday River to see
Thompson and Holland battle for AllAmerican status with the country’s
best skiers.
Unfortunately, the alpine races
are on school days, but I know for a

4

fact that most people have some time
on Saturday to drive to Rumford and
show their support. Just get in the car
and drive. Make it a part of your day
because I guarantee it will be more
fun than eating six chicken patties
in Commons. If it is not, I will buy
you six McChicken sandwiches from
McDonald’s Dollar Menu. Wear some¬
thing crazy, bring your noisemakers
and be ready to cheer loud because
that is what happens.
This Saturday is no normal Nordic
race, for there will be all of the for¬
eign recruits from skiing giants such
as Colorado University, the University
of Utah, the University of New Mexico
and Northern Michigan University go¬
ing head to head with Ellefson, Ev¬
ans-Brown, Ruppertsberger and other
skiers representing the smaller but
equally competitive NESCAC schools.
Ellefson’s fourth-place finish last
year came with few fans cheering him
around the course. What could he ac¬
complish if everybody piled into cars
and drove 45 minutes and rooted for
him in his last collegiate race?
“There have been few Nordic rac¬
es in my career that had a substantial
amount of fans,” said Ellefson. “De¬
spite that, I’m encouraging everyone
to get out and help make this a histori¬
cal event for Bates Athletics and the
end of Sam and my careers.”
My imagination has been busy
thinking about the different scenar¬
ios for Saturday’s race, but it all be¬
gins with the crowd. Get up early,
bring your music and voices and be
ready to cheer louder than you have
ever before.
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Sweet Sweet Lax
Spates; ££>tubent

Lacrosse returns; women drop home opener to Middlebury
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Junior Molly Radis blows by a Panther defender in Saturday’s home contest against Middlebury. Unfortunately, Bates lost 14-6 after trailing 11-0 at the half.
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With the expected season¬
opening game against Gordon
cancelled due to severe weather

and scheduling complications, the
season opener for the women’s
lacrosse team took place against
Middlebury on Mar. 7. The Pan¬
thers jumped out to an 11-0 lead
in the first half en route to a 14-6

NCAAs: Bring Your
Noisemakers
HARRY POOLE
ASSISTANT SPORTS

ED'T0R
Without being too
critical, it is now on record
that I think Bates has me¬
diocre school-wide athletic spirit. It has
been written in this paper before and,is
often a subject of conversation through¬
out Commons. Our collective support at
athletic events is borderline pathetic, but
we can fix that this week.
There have been moments of school
spirit greatness - think Parents Week¬
end football games and NESCAC basket¬
ball games when Alumni Gymnasium is
packed beyond its small capacity. Hav¬
ing a raucous but under-control crowd is
what makes sporting events fun. I know
we have that potential somewhere in our
student body.
Despite our reputation as sub-par sup¬
porters, cheerers and especially hecklers,
I am proposing an all-or-nothing situation
where we can completely redeem our¬
selves. Yes, I am talking about the 2009 Di¬
vision I NCAA Skiing Championships that
start tomorrow with the giant slalom race
at Sunday River. The nation’s best collegiate
skiers gather in a different location every
year, and we are fortunate to be the hosts
of this year’s big show of collegiate skiing.
The only reasonable excuses for not
attending are class, practices or personal

issues. Being too tired does not count. Nei¬
ther does the fact that you do not ski or like
ski racing because, for a lot of fans that will
be attending, it is almost more about hav¬
ing fun than it is about the ski. racing. My
friend who skis on the World Cup circuit
continually mentions the absurd amount
of fans at each race. Sometimes pushing
six digits in numbers, the fans are there to
party, experience the European winter cul¬
ture and cheer for people from their native
country that they could not pick out from a
hole on the wall.
I would be willing to bet that a major¬
ity of the people in our school have nev¬
er seen a live, elite-level ski race. Maybe
a handful of the Outing Club members
caught the alpine teams at Sunday River
earlier this winter, but the number of peo¬
ple who have seen a high quality Nordic
ski race is so small that it makes me cringe.
So, do something different this week. Go
outside your normal comfort zone and see
what this sport is all about.
Many members of our very own alpine
team had never seen a Nordic race until
last Saturday at the Colby Winter Carnival.
Faced with free time following the cancel¬
lation of their race, our teammates drove
down from the alpine hill.
“I had never been to a race before,
but it was one of the coolest things,” said
sophomore Ben Manter, “It was really, re¬
ally exciting to see what you guys do out
there.”
See IFY0U AREN’T, page 15

shellacking of the Bobcats.
Despite the lopsided score, Bates
actually beat Middlebury in secondhalf scoring. Caroline Thomas ’09
ruined the Panthers’ shutout early in
the second half off of an assist from

Avery Pierce TO. Thomas notched 4
goals and 1 assist on the afternoon.
Junior Morgan Maciewicz netted the
other 2 goals in the game and tal¬
lied 1 assist. First-year goaltender
Mara Krueger ’ll totaled 19 saves.

The Bobcats currently stand 1-1,
having yet to celebrate their first
conference victory in 2009. The
team plays Southern New Hamp¬
shire on Tuesday night and hosts
Williams this Saturday.

WBC: A Work in Progress
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

Japan’s 4-0 rout of Chi¬
na last Thursday marked
the beginning of the second
quadrennial World Baseball Classic (WBC).
The first WBC occurred in March of 2006,
and after the 2009 competition the event will
occur every four years hence.
Bud Selig’s brainchild, the WBC met
great success in its debut. Both television

ratings and attendance proved higher than
originally anticipated, organizers sold more
merchandise in the competition’s first round
than they had originally forecasted for the
entire event and Major League Baseball
(MLB) distributed more media credentials
for the first WBC than they Issued for the
2006 World Series.
Still, as a fan of the game and someone
who loved the idea of the WBC, I couldn’t
help but feel that the tournament lacked piz¬
zazz. Now, as the novelty of the competition
has worn off, I feel a little shortchanged.
Comparisons between the WBC
and soccer’s World Cup are unfair. The

World Cup began nearly 80 years ago,
and soccer is the world’s most popular
sport. Furthermore, the scheduling and
duration of the two sports’ professional
seasons differ drastically.
Nevertheless, Selig must have had the
World Cup in mind when he designed the
WBC. The commissioner must have recog¬
nized the WBC as a way to internationalize
the game and the athletes who played it. Simi¬
larly, if the WBC could someday approach the
World Cup in popularity, it would provide a
massive economic boon for the host nation.
See PEOPLE MUST, page 14

Men’s Lacrosse Begins ’09 in Defeat
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Bates’ men lacrosse team suffered
a tough opening week with successive
losses against Keene State and topseeded NESCAC rival Middlebury in
14-7 and 16-13 defeats, respectively.
The non-conference season-open¬
er against Keene State that took place
on Mar. 5 was anything but the Bob¬
cat’s most successful display of talent
and depth. Despite a pair of goals
apiece for Tyler Moore ’09 and new¬
comer Evan Bagley TO along with over
50 shots on net, Bates was unable to
monopolize on an excess of scoring
opportunities to gain the advantage at
any point during the competition.
Refusing to remain phased by
Thursday’s defeat, Bates came out

strong against the Panthers on Satur¬
day afternoon. Dominating the first
two quarters of play, the team closed
the half with an impressive 9-7 lead.
A slew of 4 successive and unassisted
goals in the second quarter from Nick
Sampson TO, Moore, Co-Captain John
Adams ’09 and Garrett Kopeski ’ll se¬
cured this advantage.
Middlebury came out swinging af¬
ter the break, netting 4 unanswered
goals of their own to regain the lead
going into the final quarter. The final
4 goals notched by the Bobcats sim¬
ply were not enough to compensate
for the short let-up in the third quarter,
leaving the team 3 goals short of the
Panthers at the buzzer.
Highlights of the game included a
set of hat tricks from Rory Cosgrove
’ll and Moore, 2 goals apiece from

Kopeski and Sampson, and 1 goal and
1 assist from Dave Barrett TO.
“We played great offensively in
the first half, our shots were on, and
their defense didn’t really know how
to adjust to our dodgers,” said Cos¬
grove. “We basically had our way with
them and everyone was pretty much a
threat to score which made their life
pretty difficult.”
Bates out shot the Panthers 41-28
and came out nearly even on ground
balls. While the Bobcats scored on
only 2/8 man-up opportunities, Midd
netted 6/8 of their own man-up opps,
contributing significantly to the Pan¬
ther victory. The team plays Western
New England at home on Wednesday.
Saturday’s conference game against
Williams has been changed to Sun-
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